SUKKOT SPECIAL 2017!
(Volume 1-Days 1 and 2: Shabbat Chol Ha-Moed and Hoshanna Rabbah)
An Open Teaching Courtesy of www.onefaithonepeopleministries.com

Some teachings unique to this Special include: 1) Teaching the 70 weeks of Daniel 9, 2)
showing the precise timing of the Nativity and the identity of the “Star of Bethlehem and
3) firm apologetics against secular critics who say the Nativity accounts are unreliable!

1) Origins of the Feast of Ingathering (from Genesis and Exodus)
Our first hint of Sukkot is here, in Genesis ...

So that day Esau turned back towards Seir, but Jacob made his way to Succoth,
where he built himself a house and made shelters (sukkot) for his livestock;
that is why the place was given the name of Succoth. Jacob arrived safely at the
town of Shechem in Canaanite territory, on his return from Paddan-Aram. He
encamped opposite the town and for one hundred pieces of silver he bought from
the sons of Hamor father of Shechem the piece of land on which he had pitched
his tent. There he erected an altar which he called 'El, Elohim of Israel'. (Genesis
33:16-20 NJB)

This word for “shelters” are actually “mangers” or “feeding troughs” for animals but the
same word in Hebrew-sukkot—is used here. If that foreshadowing is as direct as | think it
could be, then Esau may have forgiven Jacob on Y om Kippur and Jacob in turn could be
building his “booths” on what will be Sukkot! The linkages to the NT on this point are of
course profound, but we will deal with those later.

Meanwhile, another interesting Messianic allusion that links to Y’shua and Sukkot is at
the end of Genesis:

“You, Yehudah, your brothers praise you; your hand is on the neck of your
enemies; your father’s children bow down before you. Yehudah is a lion’s cub;
from the prey you have gone up, my son! He bowed down, he crouched like a
lion. And like a lion, who does rouse him? The scepter shall not turn aside from
Yehudah, nor a Lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh comes, and to Him
is the obedience of peoples. Binding his donkey to the vine, and his donkey’s colt
to the choice vine, he washed his garments in wine, and his robes in the blood of
grapes. His eyes are darker than wine, and his teeth whiter than milk”. (Genesis
49:8-12, The Scriptures 1998)

Getting back to Genesis 33 for just a moment though, Sukkot also makes sense
particularly to be foreshadowed by Jacob. Commemorating the wandering in the
wilderness of the Israelites, there could not be a greater wandering patriarch than Jacob
(Deuteronomy 26:5)! Jacob “wandered” more than 20 years, as compared with Israel, the
nation named after him, who did so for 40 years.
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The Hebrew moedim as a rule though were mostly meant to follow the agricultural cycles
of harvests throughout the year. (Barley = Pesach; Wheat harvest completion and first
fruits for of corn = Shavuot; Grapes = Sukkot.) The start and ends of the agricultural
year were each by the Full Moon, and science has shown that the full moons of spring
and fall are the ideal time to seed and harvest. That is why, for example, the old name for
Sukkot was “the Feast of Ingathering” (Exodus 34:22) because that was when the final
harvest of the year would be “brought in” at the turn of the year, or fall equinox.

Such is the case, linking these feasts to the solar year, when we read Genesis 8:22 that
“seedtime and harvest, summer and winter, shall not cease”. As I have said a lot lately,
those terms are clearly linked by two Hebrew words (tekuwfa and teshuvah) to
equinoxes just as “summer and winter” in Hebrew are referring to solstices.

Sukkot though was probably also sanctified because it represents the seventh Full Moon
of the year, just as Yom Teruah was sanctified as the seventh New Moon of the year. The
sanctification of the 7" day (Shabbatz, the 7" week (Omer count), the 7" year
(Shemittah/Land Sabbath) and 7 x 7™ year (year 49 of a 50 year Jubilee cycle), more than
justifies seeing the 7" New and 7™ Full Moons also sanctified in Torah.

However, what may be surprising to some is this: What follows from that logic is the
proof that the Hebrews kept solar months as well as lunar months and the solar month
count would have to be fixed to ensure that Passover is in month 1 and Tabernacles is in
month 7, thus explaining those “turns” of the year that Scripture exclusives links to
spring and fall.

Sukkot is also a major part of an even larger moed structure that is the entire seventh
month. Once Yom Teruah and Yom Kippur is concluded, there are quite a few important
days packed in and around this feast. Specifically, the first and second days are of high
importance, with day 1 an Annual (or High) Shabbat. Of course the Shabbat during this 8
day feast is also very important, after which we get to a kind of double occasion, known
as Shemini Atzeret or Simchat Torah.

These last two occasions are usually celebrated together on the last day of the feast. The
word SHEMINI refers to the 8" day after Sukkot starts and is called “the greatest day of
the Feast” in the Gospel of Yochanan. While Israelis usually do both occasions—each
with a lot of Torah reading and liturgy, they separate Simchat Torah for the 23".
Diaspora Jews however put Simchat Torah on the 22™ of Tishri. Either way, both
occasions, whether on one day or two, are dealt with separately and that is how I will deal
with them here.

2) Sukkot and the Wilderness Years
"But on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have gathered in the
produce of the land, you will celebrate the feast of Yahweh for seven days. The first
and eighth days will be days of rest. On the first day you will take choice fruit, palm
branches, boughs of leafy trees and flowering shrubs from the river bank, and for
seven days enjoy yourselves before Yahweh your Elohim. You will celebrate a feast
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for Yahweh in this way for seven days every year. This is a perpetual law for your
descendants. "You will keep this feast in the seventh month. For seven days you will
live in shelters: all the citizens of Israel will live in shelters, so that your
descendants may know that | made the Israelites live in shelters when | brought
them out of Egypt, I, Yahweh your Elohim." ' Moses then promulgated
Yahweh's solemn festivals to the Israelites. (Leviticus 23:39-44 NJB)

This verse in Leviticus is actually not quite what it appears to be on first glance...it’s
almost being less than forthcoming to us in this sense: Almost all Jewish sources will
quote this as “proof” that Sukkot at this time was used to commemorate the 40 years in
the wilderness, but the fact is, this is not correct.

Yes, it istrue that it mentions the Israelites living in shelters when they were brought out
of Egypt, but Leviticus takes place in the first two years from Exodus, not during the
official 40 year period of wandering that commences in Numbers 13 and 14, because the
Israelites don’t leave Sinai until Numbers 10-11. Therefore, the reference could only
refer to either the 2 years at Sinai or the 42 year total wandering time, but not 40 years.

3) Sukkot and the First Temple (1 Kings 8:1-66)->extemporaneous commentary
Sukkot was also when the Temples were dedicated, starting with Solomon!
4) Linkage to Hanukkah

Hanukkah often became a kind of “backup Sukkot”. After Hanukkah was instituted in
164 BCE and the Hasmonean Royal line made secure completely some years later, it
became common for Israeli soldiers who could not be in Jerusalem for the feast because
of their duties, to do much the same rituals at Hanukkah that they missed at Sukkot. In
particular, there was a fire ritual done on Shemini Atzeret that was modified for
Hanukkah! And in a way, the original dedication process for the Second Temple would
begin during Sukkot and end just before Hanukkah as we read here in Haggai...

On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of Yahweh was addressed
to the prophet Haggai as follows: Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel governor of
Judah, to Yeshua son of Yehozadak the high priest and to the remnant of the people.
Say this, "Is there anyone left among you who saw this Temple in its former glory?
And how does it ook to you now? Does it not seem as though there is nothing there?
But take courage now, Zerubbabel!-Yahweh declares. Courage, Yeshua son of
Yehozadak high priest! Courage, all you people of the country!-Yahweh declares. To
work! I am with you -- Yahweh Sabaoth declares- ° and my spirit is present among
you. Do not be afraid! For Yahweh Sabaoth says this: A little while now, and | shall
shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. | shall shake all the nations,
and the treasures of all the nations will flow in, and I shall fill this Temple with glory,
says Yahweh Sabaoth. Mine is the silver, mine the gold!-Yahweh Sabaoth declares.
The glory of this new Temple will surpass that of the old, says Yahweh Sabaoth, and
in this place | shall give peace -- Yahweh Sabaoth declares.” '
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On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in the second year of Darius, the
word of Yahweh was addressed to the prophet Haggai as follows, "Yahweh Sabaoth
says this, "Ask the priests to give a ruling on this: If someone is carrying consecrated
meat in the fold of his gown and allows the fold to touch bread, broth, wine, oil or
food of any kind, will that become holy?" ' The priests replied, ‘No." Haggai then
said, 'If anyone rendered unclean by contact with a corpse touches any of these
things, will that become unclean?' The priests replied, ‘It will become unclean.’
Haggai then spoke out. "It is the same with this people,’ he said, 'the same with this
nation, in my view -- Yahweh declares -- the same with everything they turn their
hands to; and whatever they offer here is unclean.

'So now think carefully, today and henceforth: before one stone had been laid on
another in the sanctuary of Yahweh, what state were you in? You would come to a
twenty-measure heap and find only ten; you would come to a vat to draw fifty
measures and find only twenty. Everything you turned your hands to, I struck with
wind-blast, mildew and hail, and still you would not return to me -- Yahweh declares.
So think carefully, today and henceforth (from the twenty-fourth day of the ninth
month, from the day the foundation of the sanctuary of Yahweh was laid, think
carefully) ‘if seed-corn is still short in the barn, and if vine and fig tree, pomegranate
and olive tree still bear no fruit. 'From today onwards I intend to bless you." On the
twenty-fourth day of the month the word of Yahweh was addressed a second time
to Haggai, as follows, 'Speak to Zerubbabel governor of Judah. Say this, "I am going
to shake the heavens and the earth. | shall overturn the thrones of kingdoms and
destroy the power of the kings of the nations. | shall overthrow the chariots and their
crews; horses and their riders will fall, everyone to the sword of his comrade. When
that day comes -- Yahweh Sabaoth declares -- | shall take you, Zerubbabel son of
Shealtiel my servant -- Yahweh declares -- and make you like a signet ring. For |
have chosen you -- Yahweh Sabaoth declares." '(Haggai 2:1-23 NJB)

5) NT instances of Sukkot.

Sukkot only has one direct mention in the NT, with Y’shua observing it in all of
Yochanan 7 and 8. As a result, this is the core source of our NT readings throughout this
8 day period.

It does however seem to have been alluded to in Matthew 17. It seems that Peter thought
they would all tarry in Galilee for Sukkot, which is why he suggested building booths for
Y ’shua and his friends who stopped by for the Transfiguration—Moshe and Eliyahu!

But the text says “he did not know what he was saying” because Peter should have

known this feast can only be done in Jerusalem.

However, the most important event associated with Sukkot—by far—is that this is the

actual time of the Nativity. Y’shua is actually born the night before Sukkot, or the 14" of
Tishri, which translates to Friday, September 13" 5 BCE.
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This has been the heart of my research two decades now, and the reasoning for this time
will be shown shortly.

Fausset’s Bible Dictionary:

The feast of tabernacles is referred to in John 7:2,37, 8:12. Y’shua alludes to the custom
of drawing water from Siloam in a golden goblet and pouring it into one of the two silver
basins adjoining the western side of the altar, and wine into the other, while the words of
Isa. 12:3 were repeated, in commemoration of the water drawn from the rock in the
desert; the choir sang the great hallel, and waved palms at different parts of Ps. 118, ,
namely, verses 1,25,29.

Virtually Y’shua said, I am the living Rock of the living water. Coming next day at
daybreak to the temple court as they were extinguishing the artificial lights, two colossal
golden candlesticks in the center of the temple court, recalling the pillar of fire in the
wilderness, Y’shua said, "I am the Light of the world" (John 8:1,2,12). As the sun by
natural light was eclipsing the artificial lights, so Y’shua implies, I, the Sun of
righteousness, am superseding your typical light. "The last great day of the feast" is the
‘atsereth, though the drawing of water was on previous days not omitted. Joy was the
prominent feature, from whence the proverb, "he who has never seen the rejoicing at the
pouring out of the water of Siloam has never seen joy in his life" (Succah 5:1).

My commentary:

While this is a very interesting suggestion, | should point out that Yochanan 7:37 says
this was “the last and greatest day of the feast” and 8:2 talks about the woman in adultery
being brought to Y’shua “the next morning”. So if Yochanan 7:53-8:11 is historical, this
“light of the world” speech would actually be the day AFTER Sukkot, or 23 Tishri.
However, today in Israel, some assemblies celebrate Simchat Torah on this very day and
don’t combine this with the 8" day, so perhaps this means such was also done in Israel in
Y’shua’s time?

On the other hand, this story of the woman taken in adultery is NOT in the 4 earliest
GREEK manuscripts of John nor in any of the Eastern Aramaic manuscripts in the
Peshitta family. It was only added to later Aramaic manuscripts in the 7" century
onwards VIA TRANSLATION from late Greek sources. Please note this does not
necessarily mean the story of the adulteress did not happen; it may only mean it was
not preserved in the written record until later, by which time it is also possible that
some of the events were over simplified. For example, they should have also brought
the MAN to be stoned as well, if they really caught the woman in the act of illicit sex
with him.

But getting back to the main point, if we remove 7:53-8:11 from Yochanan’s timeline,

then there is no “extra” day after Shemini Atzeret, and old Fausset’s may end up being
right in that the “light of the world” speech is relating to Shemini Atzeret after all.

5|Page



Fausset’s concludes: The feast was called Hosanna, "save we beseech Thee.” Isa. 11
refers to the future restoration of Israel; the feast of tabernacles connected with chapter 12
doubtless will have its antitype in their restored possession of and rest in Canaan, after
their long dispersion; just as the other two great feasts, Passover and Pentecost, have their
antitype respectively in Messiah's sacrifice for us, and in His writing His new law on our
hearts at Pentecost. Jewish tradition makes Gog and Magog about to be defeated on the
feast of tabernacles, or that the seven months' cleansing shall end at that feast (Ezek.
39:12). Rest after wanderings, lasting habitations after the life of wanderers, is the
prominent thought of joy in the feast, alike in its former and in its future celebration.

6) Prophetic ramifications of Sukkot.

It is generally well understood that Y’shua fulfilled the spring feasts during his First
Coming, such as by dying during the Feast of Unleavened Bread. As a result, many
believers also accept the idea that Y’shua will return the 2™ time during the Fall feasts—
whether that is Yom Teruah, Yom Kippur or Sukkot is a matter of personal preference
and debate. The advantage of Sukkot however is that Y’shua was born just prior to the
start of this feast, so it makes sense he would return at that time as well.

Now let’s read and discuss the relevant Torah, Haftorah and Renewed Covenant portions
with extemporaneous commentary Please note that readings which are repeated on more
than one day of the feast are read only once.
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PART TWO: SCRIPTURE READINGS
Torah:
1) Leviticus 22:26-23:44 (first 2 days)

SEH (22:28) = sheep or goat. The Hebrew word can refer to either animal. This is also a
deep remez (hint) about us, because Scripture talks about sheep and goats being separated
as an image of judging the righteous and the wicked (Matthew 25:32).

MELEKETH AVODAH (23:7) = service work. We talked recently about the general
prohibition of “expanding kingdom/domain” on a Shabbat. Here though this term is well
defined as any work that is not necessary for the preparation of food.

OMER (23:10) = 1/10" of an ephah (see Exodus 16:36). It was also the daily measure for
manna and for a meal offering (see Leviticus 5:11, 6:13 and Numbers 15:4). The omer
included barley and had a weight of approximately a half a gallon.

Note on 23:11: While there has been much debate about the Torah term “morrow after
the Shabbat” over the centuries, Targum Onkelos attempts to settle the matter by stating
in the Aramaic mibetar yoma tava, or “from after the yom tov”, which Rabbi Israel
Drazin translates as ‘after the holiday”. The reference to a yom tov is a technical one that
designates an annual Shabbat, so this means “the day after the 15™ which is to say, the
16" of Abib, as the start of the omer count. See: Onkelos on the Torah: Understanding
the Bible Text (Leviticus), p. 187.

This is also similar to a reading in the Aramaic Peshitta Tanakh which is “on the day
after” without inclusion of the word “Shabbat”, as it appears Jews in Babylon were also
trying to clarify the Hebrew there as well. The Greek translation too, called the
Septuagint, also tweaks its language to say “morrow after the first day”—with “first day”
referring to the Feast of Unleavened Bread and therefore “morrow” is once again the 16"
When combined with testimony from the 1% C Jewish historian Josephus (Antiquities,
3:250) that clearly said first fruits of the barley were offered both “on the second day of
unleavened bread” and “the sixteenth day of that month”, this is the overwhelming
weight of evidence proving how the term “morrow of the Sabbath” was meant to be
understood. The vague references (Samaritan Pentateuch, Dead Sea Scrolls and
Masoretic Text) are in no way contradicted by the more specific ancient witnesses as to
what the intended meaning was, By contrast the Karaites are almost completely alone in
their belief to the contrary.

CHUKAT OLAM BECHOL MOSHVOTEYCHEM LEDOROTEYCHEM (23:21) = an
eternal statute for all generations, wherever you live. Perhaps one of the clearest
statements of these Feasts applying outside of Israel and regardless as to whether a
Temple or priesthood is functioning within her.
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ZICHRON (23:24) = remembrance. Others though think a secondary meaning, as
“sounding” is intended. Still others use both, “a sounding of remembrance”, which in my
view is the best choice.

MELECHA (23:28) = work. This word appears by itself without the clarification of
“service work” (meleketh avodah) because even food preparation is banned on Yom
Kippur.

SUKKOT (23:34) = thatched huts in this context as opposed to just “shelters” or
“booths” which are a bit too general a description.

2) Numbers 29:12-16 (first 2 days)

CHAG (29:12) = festival or feast, another description of the appointed time (moed) that
is Sukkot. Obviously not all MOEDIM are CHAGIM (feasts).

Haftorah:
3) First Day: Zechariah 14:1-21 (extemporaneous commentary)

VEASAFTI ET-KOL HA-GOYIM EL-YERUSHALYIM LAMILCHAMA (14:2) = For
I will gather all the nations to battle against Jerusalem. As Revelation teaches, the armies
mass at Har Megiddo (Armageddon) but the battle is for Jerusalem. Revelation though
never shows the battle take place but merely declares YHWH will win it for us.

KEYOM HILACHAMU BEYOM KERAYV (14:3) = as He (YHWH) fights on a day of
war. This may be a reference to the battle Abba YHWH (or Y’shua) will fight for us in
the End Times.

VEAMDU RAGLAV BAYOM HAHU AL HAR HAZEYTIM (14:4) = and on that day
his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives. Perhaps a reference to Y’shua’s return.
Various authorities talk about Messiah returning to the Mount of Olives first.

MAYIM CHAYIM (14:8) = living waters. The general pattern in this part of Zechariah is
that a great supernatural event where there is neither day nor night will be followed by
the living waters coming back to Jerusalem. While the details between this and
Revelation have some differences, I can’t help but wonder why these are the only two
books that talk about 4 horsemen of the apocalypse and at the end Y ’shua says, “Let he
who thirsts come and drink of the living water freely” (Revelation 22:17).

In general it seems that Zechariah 14 is describing the battle that Revelation omits, where
the armies muster at Har Megiddo. In particular 14:12 bears a creepy resemblance to 2
Peter 3:10. If this is so, then again we are confronted with the prophetic ramifications of
Sukkot which seems to be tied not just to Y’shua’s actual return but to the final battle as
well. It is this idea that seems confirmed also in this part of Zechariah.
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The Haftorah for the 2" day of Sukkot, 1 Kings 8:2-21 has already been read, so it
won’t be repeated here.

4) Exodus 33:12-34:26 (Shabbat during Sukkot)

VAYOMAR PANAY YELECHU VAHANICHOTI LACH (33:14) = My Presence will
go before you. Now the Messenger (Y’shua) is withdrawn and Abba YHWH Himself is
going before Moshe directly.

VAYOMER YAHWEH EL MOSHE PSOL-LECHA SHNEY LUCHOT AVANIM
KARISHONIM VECHATAVTI AL-HALUCHOT ET-HADEVARIM ASHER HAYU
AL-HALUCHOT ET-HADEVARIM ASHER HAYU AL-HALUCHOT
HARISHONIM SHIBARTA (34:1) = Yahweh said to Moses, 'Carve out two tablets for
yourself, just like the first ones. | will write on those tablets the same words that were on
the first tablets that you broke. The Rabbis believe that this was on 1 Elul. 40 days and
40 nights on the mountain later and Moshe comes down 10 Tishri, Yom Kippur. See
Seder Olam 6, Exodus 34:28 and Deuteronomy 10:10.

VECHAG HA’ASIF TKUFAT HASHANA (34:22) = Literally: and the Feast of the
Harvest that is just after the Turning of the Year. The word TKUFAT (turn) therefore
also means “fall equinox” since Sukkot is designed to happen at this time, but also
“turning” in the sense that the Hebrew lunar year also turned over at the end of Elul.

RESHIT BIKUREY ADMATECHA TAVI BEYT YAHWEH ELOHEYCHA LO-
TEVASHEL GEDI BACHALEV IMO (34:26) = Bring the first fruits of your land to
the Temple of Yahweh your Elohim. Do not [eat] goat’s meat cooked in milk of its own
mother. Notice the prohibition is only with respect to goat’s meat, not all forms of
meat. The chances of any meat though being boiled in the same milk of its mother
today is almost impossible for those of us who buy food at supermarkets. The Rabbis
ignore the fact that Abraham served milk and meat to YHWH and two messengers in
Genesis 18 and there is no way around the fact that Abraham brought both the milk and
the meat at the same time. Bible.ort.org deliberately ignored GEDI (goat) in their
translation to make it sound that all meat could not be prepared in this manner.

5) Ezekiel 38:18-39:16 (Haftorah for Shabbat during Sukkot)=>extemporaneous
commentary

6) Yochanan 1:1-14; 7:1-36 (1 and 2" days, Shabbat Chol Ha
Moed")>extemporaneous commentary.

Special Focus:
The Debate on When Y’shua Was Born in Biblical Archaeology Review

! Shabat Chol Ha-Moed reads from Yochanan 7:14-36, but since Yochanan 7:1-36 is already accounted for
as readings on Days 1 and 2, there is no need to repeat these lines for Shabbat Chol Ha-Moed, which reads
from Yochanan 7:14-36.
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0Q&C, BAR, January/February 2014

Professor John A. Cramer argues that Herod the Great most likely died shortly after the
lunar eclipse of December 29, 1 B.C., rather than that of March 13, 4 B.C., which, as
Cramer points out, is the eclipse traditionally associated with Josephus’s description

in Jewish Antiquities 17.6.4 (Queries & Comments, “When Was Jesus Born?” BAR,
July/August 2013) and which is used as a basis to reckon Jesus’ birth shortly before 4
B.C. Professor Cramer’s argument was made in the 19th century by scholars such as
Edouard Caspari and Florian Riess.

There are three principal reasons why the 4 B.C. date has prevailed over 1 B.C. These
reasons were articulated by Emil Schiirer in A History of the Jewish People in the Time
of Jesus Christ, also published in the 19th century. First, Josephus informs us that Herod
died shortly before a Passover (Antiquities 17.9.3,The Jewish War 2.1.3), making a lunar
eclipse in March (the time of the 4 B.C. eclipse) much more likely than one in December.

Second, Josephus writes that Herod reigned for 37 years from the time of his appointment
in 40 B.C. and 34 years from his conquest of Jerusalem in 37 B.C.

(Antiquities 17.8.1, War 1.33.8). Using so-called inclusive counting, this, too, places
Herod’s death in 4 B.C. Third, we know that the reign over Samaria and Judea of Herod’s
son and successor Archelaus began in 4 B.C., based on the fact that he was deposed by
Caesar in A.U.C. (Anno Urbis Conditae [in the year the city was founded]) 759, or A.D.
6, in the tenth year of his reign (Dio Cassius, Roman History 55.27.6; Josephus,
Antiquities 17.13.2). Counting backward his reign began in 4 B.C.

In addition, from Herod the Great’s son and successor Herod Antipas, who ruled over
Galilee until 39 B.C., who ordered the execution of John the Baptist (Mark 6:14-29) and
who had a supporting role in Jesus’ trial (Luke 23:7-12), we have coins that make
reference to the 43rd year of his rule, placing its beginning in 4 B.C. at the latest (see
Morten Hgrning Jensen, “Antipas—The Herod Jesus Knew,” BAR, September/October
2012).

Thus, Schiirer concluded that “Herod died at Jericho in B.C. 4, unwept by those of his
own house, and hated by all the people.” Jeroen H.C. Tempelman.

7) Hoshana Rabbah (7" day of Sukkot)

The seventh day of the Jewish holiday of Sukkot, the 21% day of Tishri is known

as Hoshana Rabbah (Aramaic: 829 xawwiin, "Great Supplication™). This day is marked
by a special synagogue service, the Hoshana Rabbah, in which seven circuits are made by
the worshippers with their lulav and etrog while the congregation recites Hoshanot. It is
customary for the scrolls of the Torah to be removed from the ark during this procession.
In a few communities a shofar is sounded after each circuit.

Hoshana Rabbah is known as the last of the Days of Judgment which began on Rosh
Hashanna. The Zohar says that while the judgment for the new year is sealed on Yom
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Kippur, it is not "delivered"” until the end of Sukkot (i.e., Hoshana Rabbah, the last day of
Sukkot), during which time one can still alter their verdict and decree for the new year.

Consequently, an Aramaic blessing which Jews give each other on Hoshana Rabbah,
) Xav &pnopitka tava or piska tava), which in Yiddish is "A guten kvitel”, or "A good
note", is a wish that the verdict will be positive.

In this spirit, it is a custom in many congregations that the cantor wears a kittel (long
sleeved linen robe with a linen sash—AGR) as on the High Holidays. Since Hoshana
Rabbah blends elements of the High Holy Days, Chol HaMoed, and Yom Tov, in
the Ashkenazic tradition, the cantor recites the service using High Holiday, Festival,
Weekday, and Sabbath melodies interchangeably.

Among Sephardi Jews, prayers known as Selichot (forgiveness) are recited before the
regular morning service (these are the same prayers recited before Rosh Hashanah). In
the different prayers of this day, Syrian Jews pray in the same magam (melody) as on the
high holidays. In Amsterdam and in a few places in England, America, and elsewhere,
the shofar is also sounded in connection with the processions. The latter practice reflects
the idea that Hoshana Rabbah is the end of the High Holy Day season, when the world is
judged for the coming year. Because Hoshanah Rabbabh is also linked to the high holidays
as well as being a joy filled day some Hasidic communities such as Satmar have the
custom of having Birchat Cohanim/Priestly Blessing recited during the Mussaf service.
Some communities such as Bobov will only do this if it is on Friday. However this
practice is not generally done.

It is customary to read the whole of Tehillim (Psalms) on Hoshana Rabbah eve. There is
also a custom to read the book of Deuteronomy on the night of Hoshana Rabbah.

Seven Hoshanot

The modern day observance of the rituals of Hoshana Rabbah are reminiscent of the
practices that existed in the times of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. During Sukkot,

the four species are taken in a circuit around (inscribing the perimeter, not circumscribing
the actual building) the synagogue once daily. On Hoshana Rabbah, there are seven
circuits.

Making a circuit around the reading desk on Sukkot while each person holds the four
species in his hands has its origin in the Temple service, as recorded in the Mishnah: "It
was customary to make one procession around the altar on each day of Sukkot, and seven
on the seventh day" (Sukkah 4:5). The priests carried the palm branches or willows in
their hands. The entire ceremony is to demonstrate rejoicing and gratitude for a blessed
and fruitful year. Moreover, it serves to tear down the iron wall that separates us from our
Father in Heaven, as the wall of Jericho was encompassed "and the wall fell down flat"
(Joshua 6:20). Furthermore, the seven circuits correspond to the seven words in the verse:
Erhatz benikayon kappay, va'asovevah et mizbahakha Yahweh - "I wash my hands in
purity and circle around Your altar, O Yahweh" (Psalms 26:6).

Each "hoshana" is done in honor of a patriarch. (Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Moshe,
Aaron and David)

Five willow branches
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At the conclusion of a number of Piyyutim (liturgical poems), five willow branches are
beaten on the ground or other surface to symbolize the elimination of sin. This is also
symbolic as a prayer for rain and success in agriculture.

Prayers for Messiah

The hoshanot are accompanied by a series of liturgical verses climaxing with, "Kol
mevasser, mevasser ve-omer" (The voice of the Herald [Elijah] heralds and says)—
expressing hope for the speedy coming of the Messiah. (Wikipedia)

“1 If vou are wondering if my use of the Ark of the Covenant is coincidental it isnot! The messurements of the Ark
maich up 20 the “windows of hemen™ (Genests 7:11, 8:2) and 2ach chamber of the sun has 12 windows at the top
Iszac will Iater represent th sight horizon and Dawid will replace this rainbow with “the Tabernscle for the sun’

(Psalm 19:1-7), bot all that is = story for another time!

END PART TWO
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PART THREE: Confirming the Nativity of Y’shua Ha-Mashiyach at Sukkot, Part 1

Note: It will probably be helpful to open your Bibles to Daniel 9:24 and read while |
comment.

Introduction: Understanding Daniel 9

As an old proverb says, we need to know where we have been before we can know where
we are going. And so, in order to fully understand the time of the Nativity of Messiah,
we need to understand the one Biblical source that accurately predicted the exact time of
Messiah Y ’shua’s first coming, death and resurrection: None other than the Prophet
Daniel!

It is only by decoding Daniel’s intricate and deeply immersive prophetic time codes that
we can then mate that proper timing to actual astronomical events that led the Magi to the
King of Kings! While Daniel’s language is highly symbolic, it would be a misconception
I believe to link such symbolism to a lack of rules and structures. It is through
cataloguing his data meticulously that certain rules present themselves and certain
patterns emerge.

Then, when such a pattern is seen, the thing to do is to follow it from beginning to end,
and only if it exhibits the exact same behavior every single time can we infer that such is
a “rule” or “prophetic law”.

Unfortunately though, most of my experience in dealing with other theories of Daniel has
taught me this simple idea is not being followed. When one instance of something seems
rightly understood, the same rules appear not to be applied to other clear occurrences of
that same pattern. So take this famous prophecy for example:

70 weeks are decreed for your people and for your set-apart city, to put an end to the
transgression, and to seal up sins, and to cover crookedness, and to bring in
everlasting righteousness, and to seal up vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Most
Set-apart. Know, then, and understand: from the going forth of the command to
restore and build Yerushalayim until Messiah the Prince is 7 weeks and 62 weeks. It
shall be built again, with streets and a trench, but in times of affliction. And after the
62 weeks Messiah shall be cut off and have naught. And the people of a coming
prince shall destroy the city and the set-apart place. And the end of it is with a flood.
And wastes are decreed, and fighting until the end. And he shall confirm a covenant
with many for one week. And in the middle of the week he shall put an end to
slaughtering and meal offering. And on the wing of abominations he shall lay waste,
even until the complete end and that which is decreed is poured out on the one who
lays waste. (Daniel 9:24-27 TS 1998)

Much of what seems “assumed” about this prophecy gets largely ignored in the way it

has typically been taught. First, especially within the Messianic movement, many are
under the impression that the “70 weeks” are literal, and link that assumption to believing
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Y’shua’s ministry is only 70 weeks long. Here’s the first of several problems with this
idea: Daniel very nearly comes right out and says directly he is not counting that way.
This prophecy in fact arises from Daniel being deep in prayer and repenting for his
people:

In the first year of Dareyawesh the son of Ahashwérosh, of the seed of the Medes,
who was set up as sovereign over the reign of the Chaldeans — in the first year of his
reign I, Dani’€l, observed from the Scriptures the number of the years, according to
the word of 77> given to Yirmeyah the prophet, for the completion of the wastes of
Yerushalayim would be seventy years. So | set my face toward m> Elohim to seek by
prayer and supplications, with fasting, and sackcloth, and ashes.

And | prayed to n | my Elohim, and made confession, and said, O n | ,Qreat and
awesome El, guarding the covenant and the kindness to those who love Him, and to
those who guard His commands. We have sinned and did crookedness, and did wrong
and rebelled, to turn aside from Your commands and from Your right-rulings.

And we have not listened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in Your Name to
our sovereigns, our heads, and our fathers, and to all the people of the land. O 7, to
You is the righteousness, and to us the shame of face, as it is this day — to the men of
Yehudah, to the inhabitants of Yerushalayim and all Yisra’€l, those near and those far
off in all the lands to which You have driven them, because of their trespass which
they have trespassed against You. O Master, to us is the shame of face, to our
sovereigns, to our heads, and to our fathers, because we have sinned against You.

To mi our Elohim are the compassions and forgivenesses, for we have rebelled
against Him. And we have not obeyed the voice of m:7> our Elohim, to walk in His
Torah, which He set before us through His servants the prophets. And all Yisra’¢l
have transgressed Your Torah, and turned aside, so as not to obey Your voice. So the
curse and the oath written in the Torah of Mosheh the servant of Elohim have been
poured out on us, for we have sinned against Him. And He has confirmed His words,
which He spoke against us and against our rulers who judged us, by bringing upon us
great evil. For under all the heavens there has not been done like what was done to
Yerushalayim. (Daniel 9:1-12 TS 1998)

So our first step is to see that it was because of a particular sin that the prophecy was
triggered. So far though it sounds generic, until we get here:

As it is written in the Torah of Mosheh, all this evil has come upon us, and we have
not entreated the face of m3» our Elohim, to turn back from our crookednesses, and to
study Your truth. Hence mi> has watched over the evil and has brought it upon us.
For mi our Elohim is righteous in all the works which He has done, but we have not
obeyed His voice. And now, O n | @ur Elohim, who brought Your people out of the
land of Mitsrayim with a strong hand, and made Y ourself a Name, as it is this day —
we have sinned, we have done wrong! (Daniel 9:13-15 TS 1998)

14 |Page



So while Daniel is talking about all manner of wickedness and sin throughout the ages, he
is linking all of it—and this prophecy too—back to the sins at the time of the Exodus!
Then a very short time later, the Messenger Gabriel appears and the actual prophecy
begins in earnest, but in these details, as | said, Daniel has already told us how to count!

The key lineisin 9:15: O s x suriElohim, who brought Your people out of the land of
Mitsrayim with a strong hand, and made Yourself a Name, as it is this day — we have
sinned, we have done wrong!

And here’s where the wrongs of the Exodus caught up to Israel!

‘According to the number of the days in which you spied out the land, 40 days — a
day for a year, a day for a year — you are to bear your crookednesses 40 years, and
you shall know My breaking off. (Numbers 14:34 TS 1998)

So this is how Daniel counts time for this prophecy! Another common misconception |
believe is that the 70" week is a future event, when in fact the 70™ week came and went a
long time ago. Let’s track this together!

» 9:24 gives the total amount of time for the prophecy to be 70 weeks.

> 9:25 then talks about 69 of those weeks (7 + 62 = 69).

> 9:26 says after the 2™ chunk (62 weeks, total 69), Messiah dies.

» Therefore Messiah must die in the 70™ week, after 69!

» 9:27 then tells us Messiah “confirms a covenant for a week, but in the middle of
that week is cut off”.

» This now gives us the length of Y’shua’s ministry: 3 2 years (a half week, since

in the middle he is killed). So now we know the length of the prophecy and how it
is counted!

The next question though that we need to ask is how to reckon these years: solar or lunar?
There are some who think this should be lunar, but the truth is the Hebrews never had a
purely lunar calendar! At best, they had a lunar calendar balanced to the solar year...even
in Genesis! Consider this line given to Moshe, right after the flood ended:

And m> smelled a soothing fragrance, and M said in His heart, “Never again
shall I curse the ground because of man, although the inclination of man’s heart is
evil from his youth, and never again smite all living creatures, as | have done, as
long as the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and winter and
summer, and day and night shall not cease.” (Genesis 8:21-22 TS 1998)

These are references to equinoxes (seedtime and harvest) and solstices (summer and
winter)—in other words a solar year! And then there is this alternate way to reckon the

year, given to Sarah, Abraham’s wife:

At the appointed time | am going to return to you, according to the time of life, and
Sarah is to have a son. (Genesis 18:14 TS 1998)

15|Page



The key words here are appointed time (moed-> 7§i») and same time (ka eth-> ny3).
These words are synonyms but here they work together to clarify the point.

A moed or “appointed time” is a feast that is meant to align with a specific part of the
agricultural year, so Pesach comes at the time of barley, Shavuot at the time of wheat and
Sukkot at the time of grapes.

As for the times that each of these products are harvested, that is referred to as eth, so by
saying “at the same eth next year” the Hebrew means, “the same harvest season next
year! That is why there is an eth for: grain and wine (Deuteronomy 11:4), early and late
rains (Jeremiah 5:24), summer fruit (Psalm 1:3) and all manner of food (Psalm 104:27).

And, most importantly of all, both words of moed and eth are under the direct control of
the stars, and those same stars point to our seasons through equinoxes and solstices
(Genesis 1:14-19, Job 38:31-33)! The same applies to Exodus itself being tied to the
barley season (Exodus 9:31; 12:1-2), so since Daniel counts from there, he is counting in
solar time!

The Prophecy in Depth

So now that we know some of the broad contours, circumstances and themes surrounding
this prophecy, the time has come to go much deeper and decode it! Knowing the total
quantity (490) and variety (solar) of years involved is important, but it won’t help us
unless we can figure out exactly when Daniel is counting from!

70 weeks (= 490 years, a day for each year-AGR) are decreed upon thy people and
upon thy holy city, to finish the transgression, and to make an end of sin, and to
forgive iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal vision and
prophecy, and to anoint the most holy place. (Daniel 9:24 JPS 1917)

At first it seems these 490 years are talking about rebuilding Temple, or “anointing the
most holy place”, but the reality is the Temple is just a form of shorthand for Daniel. This
is because the Temple never, ever, “put an end to sin”’! But Daniel does seem to be aware
of what will be the words of Zechariah, who uses the same symbolism:

For look at the stone | have put in front of Y'hoshua: on one stone are seven eyes; |
will engrave what is to be written on it,' says ADONAI-Tzva'ot; ‘and | will remove the
guilt of this land in one day. (Zechariah 3:9 CJB)

We really need to see this very clearly. This is the High Priest who will supervise in the
rebuilt Temple, Yehoshua ben Yehozadak Then .Zechariah 3:8 tells us that Yehoshua and
his entourage are a sign or symbol for people and places that are yet to come. The
prophecy there is also that these men “will bring the branch”, and “righteous branch is a
name for Messiah (Jeremiah 23:5-6).
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Next in Zechariah 6:12 we are told that Yehoshua has the name of the branch! This is
super-important! Yehoshua is not the branch himself, but he is named after who the
Righteous Branch—Messiah—will be. Yehoshua’s name, in shortened form, is Y’shua,
the name of the Real Branch!

So while Yehoshua #1 and his Temple do not bring forgiveness of sins in 1 day, the other
Y’shua does, which is why he says clearly:

The queen of the south will arise in judgment with this generation, and she will
condemn it because she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wisdom of
Shleemon, and behold, one who is more than Shleemon (Solomon) is here. (Matthew
12:42-AENT)

And just so his meaning is not misunderstood, here’s our second witness:

But he said to them, "Have you not read what Dawid did when he hungered, and
those who were with him? How he entered the House of Elohim and he ate the bread
of the altar of Master YHWH, which was not Lawful for him to eat, neither for those
who were with him, but only for the priests? Or have you not read in Torah that the
priests in the temple disregard the Shabbat, and they are without blame? But | say to
you that one greater than the temple is here now. (Matthew 12:3-6-AENT)

Y’shua is greater than Solomon, greater than Yehoshua ben Yehozadak and yes, greater
than the Temple itself, because only Y’shua “put an end to sin...transgression and
offering”, bringing us right back to Daniel again.

Know therefore and discern, that from the going forth of the word to restore and to
build Jerusalem unto one anointed, a prince, shall be seven weeks; and for threescore
and two (62) weeks {total = 69 weeks = 483 years--AGR}. (Daniel 9:25-a JPS 1917)

“Going forth” (min-motzah/ xgh=1n ) specifically means when the command was issued,
not when it was carried out. There are some who think this is 445 BCE, when Nehemiah
brings documentation allowing for the rebuilding of the city.

However, this is incorrect. Commands of Persian kings were always dated from when
they were first written down, regardless as to how long it takes to carry them out. And,
once issued, the king can’t take it back (Esther 1:19)! In Esther’s case, the king had to
issue other commands that had the effect of nullifying the one to kill all the Jews, but
that’s a very rare exception.

The overriding rule though was even subsequent Persian kings honored the laws of their
predecessors when such was proven (Ezra 6:1-2). So Nehemiah wasn’t the time the
decree was issued, only when it was enforced.

Next, we need to find the right decree Daniel is referencing, because his details are
extremely specific. The key phrase is “to restore and build Jerusalem”—not just the
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Temple—Dbut the whole city. In previous decrees such as those of Cyrus and Darius, only
the Temple was allowed to be rebuilt.

Then, when the Jews exceeded their mandate by reinforcing the walls, their enemies
complained to the Persians (Nehemiah 4-5)! Finally, Artaxerxes clarified the intentions
behind the earlier rulings, because the Israelites had to reinforce their walls to protect
their Temple, and the details of that clarification are in two places:

This is the text of the document which King Artaxerxes gave to Ezra, the priest-
scribe, a student of matters pertaining to Yahweh's commandments and statutes
relating to Israel: 'Artaxerxes, king of kings, to the priest Ezra, Secretary of the Law
of the Elohim of heaven: greetings! 'Now here are my orders. All members of the
people of Israel in my kingdom, including their priests and Levites, who freely
choose to go to Jerusalem, may go with you, for you are being sent by the king and
his seven counselors to investigate how the Law of your Elohim, in which you are
expert, is being applied in Judah and Jerusalem, and to transport the silver and gold
which the king and his counselors have voluntarily offered to the Elohim of Israel
who resides in Jerusalem, as well as all the silver and gold which you receive
throughout the province of Babylon and the voluntary offerings freely contributed by
the people and the priests for the Temple of their Elohim in Jerusalem. This money
you will punctiliously use for the purchase of bulls, rams, lambs and the materials for
the oblations and libations which go with them, offering these on the altar of the
Temple of your Elohim in Jerusalem, and using the remainder of the silver and gold
in accordance with the will of your Elohim as you and your brothers may think fit.
(Ezra 7:11-18 NJB)

Translation: Use the money to reinforce the walls and with the remainder, rebuild the city
if you want. And that message is confirmed here:

"For we are slaves; yet in our bondage our God has not forsaken us, but has
extended lovingkindness to us in the sight of the kings of Persia, to give us
reviving to raise up the house of our God, to restore its ruins and to give us a wall
in Judah and Jerusalem. (Ezra 9:9 NAU)

So this decree is the only one that fits the strict criteria of Daniel 9, and the Tanakh gives
us a certain date for it:

A number of Israelites, priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers and temple slaves went
up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of the reign of King Artaxerxes. Ezra arrived in
Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh year of the king's reign; for he had
ordered the departure from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived
in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, since the kindly hand of his Elohim
was over him. For Ezra had devoted himself to studying the Law of Yahweh so as to
put into practice and teach its statutes and rulings. (Ezra 7:7-10 NJB)
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The decree then begins the very next line. So, the 7" year of Artaxerxes is, beyond
dispute, 457 BCE. This is the start of Daniel’s clock for 70 weeks. Now back to the rest
of that line:

[The Temple] shall be built again, with broad place and moat (or trench--AGR), but
in troublous times. (Daniel 9:25b JPS 1917)

This is talking about Herod’s expansion of the Temple, where he used a trench to support
a wall as Josephus confirms:

Herod rebuilt the temple, and surrounded a piece of land about it with a wall, which
land was twice as large as that before enclosed. (The Jewish War,1:401)

And anyone who has studied even a little bit about the life of Herod the Great according
to Josephus, easily knows that “troubled times” is an understatement describing his long
reign!

But another key to understanding Daniel is to notice something a bit odd. Daniel has
stepped a little outside of his own counting, even by Jewish standards for interpreting the
verse.

What | mean is this: Both Jewish and Christian scholars agree that Daniel is talking
about Herod’s expansion of the Temple, which began in 20 BCE but didn’t completely
finish until 64 CE. They know the words for “trench, moat” do not appear at all with
regards to Zerubbabel’s Temple built shortly after the Jews returned from Babylon.

This is because Nehemiah and company didn’t dig trenches to add walls, but reinforced
the existing ones. It was only after Herod the Great decided to make the Temple larger—
back to Solomon’s own measurements—that an additional trench or moat was needed to
go with that “double sized wall” Josephus mentions. The issue though is this: Herod
building his trench and moat is within the 69 weeks, not past it.

In fact, as we just saw, the completion of the project isn’t until 6 years prior to the
Temple being destroyed again in 70 CE, and that is also past the 69 week/483 year
window, again without even dealing with Y’shua at all at this point.

Not even the Orthodox will deny the plain words of Daniel. So there must be an
explanation—even in purely Jewish circles—to explain this alleged “contradiction”.
After studying this for nearly 30 years, | have found only one explanation that fits all the
facts: Daniel pauses his count to tell us he is using embedded prophecy.

Embedded prophecy means that the same statement in Hebrew has a short term branch
and a long-term branch attached to it. In Isaiah 7-9 for example, part of that prophecy is
about a 65 year window and the prophet’s wife giving birth, and another longer branch is
about Y ’shua’s birth—all from the same Hebrew phrase! The same thing is happening
here in Daniel because, as we will soon see, if we don’t adopt that view we will then
believe the Jews burned their own Temple with one of their own “princes”.
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Let’s keep reading though and | will show this clearly when it happens a second time
also. Then I will explain what Daniel really means!

And after the threescore and two weeks shall an anointed one be cut off... (Daniel
9:26a JPS 1917)

» “threescore and two weeks” = 62 weeks.

» But the 62 weeks is counted after the first 7 weeks, so this is really “after 69
weeks” or “after 483 years”. The clock started in 457 BCE. 483 years later is the
time of Y’shua’s immersion—the beginning of his ministry—in 27 CE!

But here’s the “second problem” I mentioned earlier:

And the people of a prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary;
but his end shall be with a flood; and unto the end of the war desolations are
determined. (Daniel 9:26 JPS)

Up until now, we have only heard of one prince, the anointed one. All agree whoever he
iS, he is Jewish! So who is “the prince that is to come”? If it’s not another prince, like
Titus of Rome who destroyed Jerusalem, then the only conclusion is the first Jewish
prince did it! You may say, “that’s ridiculous!” and I agree...that’s the point I am trying
to make! Once again, Daniel “broke his count” because Titus is also after the 69" week!
Why then would Daniel seem to break his own rules? The answer is this: Daniel is
making a prediction about someone who will in turn make the same prediction about the
same event! It’s a circular prophecy with circular language! In other words, it’s a
prophecy about a prophet, who will make the same prophecy that the earlier prophet did.
Let’s see this clearly:

And when you see the sign of uncleanness and desolation, that was spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, which will stand in the Set Apart place. He that reads, let him
understand. Then those who are in Yehuda, let them flee to the mountain. And he
who is on the roof, let him not come down to take that which is in his house. And he
who is in the field, let him not turn back to take back his clothes. (Matthew 24:15-18-
AENT)

And when he had drawn near and saw the city (Jerusalem), he wept over her. And he
said, "If perhaps you had known those things that were for your peace, even if in this
your day now, but they are hidden from your eyes. But to you will come the days
when your enemies will surround you, and will oppress you from all sides. And will
overthrow you and your children within you, and they will not leave in you a stone
upon another, because you did not know the time of your visitation." (Luke 19:41-44-
AENT)

So Daniel predicted both Princes (1&2), and #1 (Y’shua) predicted #2 (Titus).
END PART THREE
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PART FOUR: Confirming the Nativity of Y’shua Ha-Mashiyach at Sukkot, Part 2
Linking to Mashiyach Y’shua

But with that “circular prophecy” aspect dealt with, the rest of what Daniel has to say is
rather in a straight line:

And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week; and for half of the week
he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease; and upon the wing of detestable
things shall be that which causes appalment; and that until the extermination wholly

determined be poured out upon that which causes appalment.’ (Daniel 9:27 JPS 1917)

Before getting to the main part, | should take a moment and explain what I, as an anti-
missionary, used to do about this part of Daniel. | actually looked up what Christians
thought the “abomination of desolation” was, according to Paul who said:

Let no one deceive you in any way because (that day will not come) unless there
previously come a defection and that man of sin be revealed; the son of destruction;
who is an opponent and who exalts himself above all that is called Elohim and
praiseworthy; so that he also sits in the temple of Elohim as a deity and displays
himself as if he were a deity. (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4-AENT)

The Anti-Messiah, or the abomination that causes desolation, sat in the place where
Elohim was, in this case, in the Temple. By that definition, | could show several cases
before and after Y’shua, that had nothing to do with him, which was how | tried
“debunking” the Messianic linkage.

For example, Antiochus IV defiled the Temple and sacrificed a pig on the altar, standing
where Elohim was to be. Then, according to Josephus, the Romans put their pagan
ensigns on the ground where the Temple used to stand and also sacrificed pigs, standing
in the place Elohim was supposed to be. After the Bar Kochba Revolt, Roman Emperor
Hadrian built a temple to Zeus on the grounds of the former Temple, standing in the place
Elohim was supposed to be.

I would then turn to the Jewish kid who was thinking about “Christ” and ask, “What did
that abomination have to do with Jesus at all? Where was this Jesus in Daniel?”” Well, it
really was more of a dodge tactic than a serious question, but unfortunately it did work on
these kids more than | like to think about now when, of course, | know better.

I know better now also because now | have the calendar to tell me exactly when certain
events in the Gospels happened. | will show the proof later, but now just see that Daniel
gives us the # of days for this “abomination” here:

From the time the regular offering is abolished, and an appalling abomination is

set up -- it will be 1,290 days. Happy is the one who waits and reaches 1,335
days. (Daniel 12:11 JPS 1985)
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Now part of this prophecy is still to be completely fulfilled in our future. But there is an
element that was partially fulfilled in Y’shua’s time, by him. I will prove this later but
here’s the headline: From the start of the Hebrew year that Y’shua began his ministry
(Sept 27/Tishri 1, 26 CE) until the conspiracy (abomination) to deny his resurrection, it’s
1,290 days! Now back to the main part of Daniel’s last piece:

And he shall make a firm covenant with many for one week; and for half of the week
he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering to cease. (Daniel 9:27-a)

So recall now that the 483 years (69 x 7) brought us from 457 BCE to 27 CE, the time of
the immersion of Y’shua. From there a “half week” is given to Messiah: Since we have
proof Daniel is counting with a day equaling a year, we know a “half week” must
correspond to 3 %2 years. That’s how long Y’shua’s ministry is meant to last, and this is
evident on several levels.

First, John tells us there are four Passovers, one un-named “feast of the Jews” that I
proved is Purim, one Sukkot and one Hanukkah: Total: 3 % years.

This 3 %2 year period is also meant to have an evil parallel with the time of the Beast,
mentioned alternatively and interchangeably as “time, times and half'a time” or 1,260
days or 42 months.

Attempts to suggest otherwise—that Y’shua’s ministry was only 70 weeks long, arise
purely from a lack of scholarship of the Word and the actual manuscript record. (We can
talk about why later...) The other thing is, we know the actual day Y’shua dies, so we
therefore know where the prophetic week evenly divides from, both forwards and
backwards.

Y’shua’s death is on Abib 15, the time of the Abib Full Moon, or Passover, S0 3 %2 years
earlier must be the time of the Tishri Full Moon, or Sukkot, back in the year 26! Those
facts in turn tell us that Daniel counts in 7 solar year increments, from Tishri full moon to
Tishri full moon, and there will be more on that aspect later.

For now my point is simply this: Daniel’s prophecy of when Y’shua was to die was
fulfilled to the very day—and almost the very hour—from 500 years in advance. He has
set his range of 3 2 years from the fall of 26 CE to the spring of 30 CE.

But as extensive a process as this has been in just getting to those 3 % years of Y’shua’s
ministry, the fact is we have other witnesses to this critical fact to bring to bear, and these
are from the Gospels themselves! For the duration of this section, we will be focusing on
the testimony of Luke and Y ochanan, and then we can get back to Revelation. First let’s
deal with Y ochanan:

And in the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves and the
moneychangers who were sitting. And he made a whip for himself from cords, and
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drove all of them from the temple, even the sheep and oxen and moneychangers. And
he poured out their exchange money and turned over their tables. And to those who
were selling doves, he said, "Take these away from here, and do not make the House
of my Father a house of bartering." And his disciples remembered that it is written
that, "The zeal of your house has devoured me." But the Yehudeans answered and
said to him, "What sign do you show us that you do these things?" Y'shua answered
and said to them, "Tear down this temple and after three days I will raise it!"

The Yehudeans said to him, "For 46 years this temple was built, and you will raise it
in three days!" But he was speaking concerning the temple of his body. And when he
rose from the grave, his disciples remembered that he had said this, and they believed
the Scriptures and the word that Y'shua had said. (Yochanan 2:14-22-AENT)

So now all we have to do is find out when the Temple began to get expanded by Herod
the Great, or “rebuilt”. That must be what the Pharisees mean, because it was in 516
BCE, way more than 46 years ago, that Zerubabel’s Temple was rebuilt after the
Babylonian captivity. The Jewish historian Josephus gives us two accounts when this
was, and both point to the same year.

In his book “Antiquities” Josephus tells us Herod began building the Temple in his 18"
year. But in “The Jewish War” it’s Herod’s 15" year. How can both be right? Simple:
There is a 3 year difference between when the Romans declare him king and when he is
officially made king, so the 18" year is the former and the 15" year is the latter, but both
come out to 20 BCE!

Now please recall that there are only 19 years from 20 to 1 BCE, and there is no year zero
between BCE and CE (or BC and AD) time. So it’s 19 years to get to 1 BCE, plus
another 27 years to get to Passover in the year 27 CE, where John 2 takes place. Total: 46
years. John has just validated Daniel 9. But Luke, at least to some, seems to throw us a
curve!

We begin now in the 15" year of the reign of Tiberius Caesar (which was also) during
the governorship of Pontius Peelatos in Yehuda. Herodus was tetrarch in Galeela (at
this time). (Additionally this was also while) Peleepos his brother was tetrarch in
Ituraea and in the region of Trachona. (In this time also) Lusania was tetrarch of
Abileena. Finally during the high priesthood of Khanan and Qayapa, the Word of
Elohim came upon Y ochanan, the son of Zakharyah, in the wilderness. (Luke 3:1-2-
AENT)

The two most relevant historical references are the first and last ones—all the others can
be made to broadly fit almost any scenario imaginable—but these two are the most
precise tools we have for proving the right time. But first, we need to deal with a popular
misconception.

There are some folks who will forget that both Daniel and John have agreed on 27 CE as
the start of Y’shua’s ministry, going back in Hebrew terms of course to the fall of 26.
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Instead, they will point to an alleged “ambiguity” in Luke to try to prove a later time of
about 29-33 CE for Y’shua.

Even | admit their argument—at first glance—seems to make a lot of sense. It goes like
this: We know the exact day that Augustus died and Tiberius took over, and it is March
16", 14 CE.

15 years later will bring us to about April, in 29 CE for Y’shua’s start and therefore he
dies on a Friday, April 3", 33 CE, according to early Christian tradition. But there are
three major problems with this idea:

First, Y’shua is in the ground “three days and three nights” (Matthew 12:38-40) not 1 %2
days from Friday afternoon to Sunday dawn. Therefore, he can’t die on a Friday, tradition
or not.

Second, you still haven’t dealt with Daniel or Yochanan, already mentioned.

Third, in order to have a 33 CE death, you need a 1 BCE birth (Luke 3:23) and so you are
now in opposition to 99% of all historians who know that Herod the Great died in late
March or early April of 4 BCE, and that Y’shua was born sometime before this. And this
is just scratching the surface—there’s much more on these problems in my books and the
AENT.

Therefore, we need to find a better alternative, and the fact is, there was no one unified
way to count the reigns of Roman emperors in the first century. Some, like Josephus,
count from when these men ruled completely on their own, so from the time Augustus
died in 14 CE.

Others though counted co-regencies, or when the old and new king began to rule
together. It just so happens that Tiberius began co-ruling with Augustus 2 years before
Augustus died, in 12 CE. 15 years later will bring us to 27 CE, not 29 CE. But because
there is again no one standard, how do we know which way Luke counted?

The surprisingly simple answer is this: Just ask him based on what he wrote!

Finally, during the high priesthood of Khanan (or “Ananus”) and Qayapa, the Word
of Elohim came upon Y ochanan, the son of Zakharyah, in the wilderness. (Luke 3:2-
AENT)

The historical record is crystal clear: Khanan reigned as high priest from 6 CE to 15 CE,
but continued to exert powerful influence for many years after this as a kind of High
Priest Emeritus.

At the same time, from 18 to 36 CE, Yosef Qayapa (a.k.a. “Caiaphas”), was also High

Priest. Both men were “in charge” during Y’shua’s entire ministry; even though
technically speaking there could be only one high priest at a time, Qayapa. This was
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because Qayapa was Khanan’s son-in-law. Many religious elite didn’t trust Qayapa, so
daddy-in-law was there to keep the skeptics in line.

The point is this: If Luke were only counting from when a leader ruled on his own, he
would have counted only Qayapa as high priest! The fact that he didn’t do that, and
combined “the high priesthood of Khanan and Qayapa” in his narrative proves he
counted co-regencies! That further proves Luke is counting Tiberius’ reign from 12 CE,
and Y’shua’s debut in 27 CE.

But one final proof for this range of fall of 26 CE to spring of 30 CE for Messiah Y shua
is found in the Gospel of Yochanan:

Now when the days of the {Sukkot} feast were divided Y'shua went up to the temple
and he was teaching. (Yochanan 7:14 AENT)

So we begin on 19 Tishri, the 5™ morning or mid-point of the 8 day Feast of Sukkot:

Y'shua answered and said to them, "One work | have done and all of you marvel!
Because of this, Moshe gave circumcision to you. It was not because it was from
him, Moshe, but from the patriarchs; yet you circumcise a man on the day of the
Shabbat. If a man is circumcised on the day of the Shabbat so that the Torah of
Moshe not be loosed, why do you argue against me because the whole man | have
made whole on the day of the Shabbat? Do not be judging by hypocrisy, rather judge
with a just judgment.” (Yochanan 7:21-24 AENT)

Here Y’shua clearly says he “made a man whole” on the Shabbat day of Sukkot,
otherwise there is no need to also bring in the legal precedent of circumcising an infant
on the Shabbat. This helps a great deal in proving chronology.

Basically what this means is the last 19 Tishri of Y’ shua’s life must hit on a Saturday
morning. Ifit doesn’t, it cannot be the right year! The entire Seven remotely) possible
range of years for Y’shua’s whole ministry—Iet alone the 2™ to last year of it—is from
26 to 36, because this is the entire time Pilate is procurator of Judea, no earlier and no
later can Y’shua’s ministry be. So let’s see the full range of possible years for the
morning of 19 Tishri:

26> Friday

27->Wednesday

28->Monday

29-> Saturday (Shabbat)

30->Wednesday

31->Monday

32->Monday,

33->Friday (traditional Christians believe Y’shua died at the previous Passover)
34->Monday,

35->Monday
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36—>Friday (Pontius Pilate fired by Rome earlier this year, so 36 is eliminated
anyway)

Again, since Daniel 9 also orders the year into 70 WEEKS, which is to say, groups of 7
years each, this means the “half week™ of Y’shua’s ministry can ONLY be 3 : years
long. But when looking at this entire dataset there are many years that can be eliminated
as candidates for Y’shua’s last Sukkot, 3 years after the start of his ministry.

Also, the only two possible years for the start are 26 and 29, because none other can be
the 15" year of Tiberius). The years that are definitively eliminated as THE last Sukkot
for Y’shua are: 26, 27, 28, 30, 31, 33, 34, 35 and 36, leaving only these two possibilities:

29 CE->Saturday, October 13"
32 CE>Monday [not a Shabbat], October 11"
This confirms 29 as the only year!

Another important discovery that comes as a direct result of this research is this tells us
conclusively the kind of calendar that had to be in use in First Century Israel. Put simply,
this shows the Pharisees and Y’shua the Messiah himself counted the lunar month from
sunset after conjunction, because if it was by the crescent then none of the possible dates
would hit on Saturday, contradicting the Gospels!

The bottom line then for our purposes is this: Since Luke 3:23 tells us Y’shua was “about
30” when he began his ministry—his actual age is 30 years and 6 months—all we have to
do is subtract this figure to get to the most likely year for his birth: 5 BCE. A ministry
starting late in 26 yields 25 yearsto 1 A.D. plus 5 years in BCE time. So next we will look
at the history for that time!

—
Seasons Defi

- —— . (Passover)is
The “spoke ’ [ attachedto

we will call
> the erfr

Gbpcinton (omelery

time) | season) in
which it
occurs

The “hub" ___ ~___—  And when the “hub™
we will call —— moves. so does the

eth (season) / \ “spoke” attached to it
/ J

In other words, each
moed 1s attached to an
erhh m which it occurs

and the e#/: of the moed
never changes yvear after
vear

Tmagine this wheelis P
a solar year

END PART FOUR

26 |Page



SUKKOT SPECIAL 2017
Volume 2-Shemini Etzeret/Simchat Torah/VVe-Zot Ha-Barachah
An Open Teaching Courtesy of www.onefaithonepeopleministries.com

PART FIVE: Confirming the Nativity of Y’shua Ha-Mashiyach at Sukkot, Part 3
The Seven Historical Anchors of the Nativity (#s 1 through 3)

As we just saw, the Prophet Daniel had much to tell us through intricate prophetic math
and symbolism that enabled us to prove the entire time of Y’shua’s ministry: From the
Fall of 26 to the Spring of 30 CE, when Y’shua died during the Passover feast. From
there we only had to turn to this line from the Gospel of Luke:

And Y'shua was about 30 years old and was thought to be the son of Yosip, the son of
Heli...(Luke 3:23- AENT)

What this tells us plainly is that if we subtract 30 years from the Fall of 26 CE, we will
come to the year of Y’shua’s birth: The Fall of 5 BCE (From 26-1 AD =25 + 5 years
BCE = 30; remember no year 0).

But before going to that analysis, what I call “The Seven Historical Anchors of the
Nativity”, we need to use this same verse in another very important way: First, notice that
Y’shua here is called “the son of Yosip” and not “the son of Mary’:

The Church—both Catholic and Protestant—nhas traditionally taught that Luke is giving
Mary’s lineage and Matthew is giving Joseph’s—actually the opposite is the case. What
makes things confusing is that Luke is giving the generations in the opposite order from
Matthew! So let’s put both lists in the same kind of ordering:

Matthew 1:15-16 Luke 3:23-24

1) Elazar 1) Malki

2) Matan 2) Levi

3) Ya’akov 3) Mattath

4) Guardian Yosip 4) Heli

5) Maryam 5) Husband Yosip

6) Y’'shua, who was called Mashiyach

I will explain how the Aramaic NT text clearly distinguishes between the two Josephs,
one who is Maryam’s adopted father and the other who is her husband, in another
teaching. For now though, we need to keep our focus on why Matthew must be the
mother’s lineage while Luke is the adopted father’s line. One important reason is found
here:
And the Messenger said to her, "Do not be afraid, Maryam, for you have found grace
with Elohim. For behold you will receive conception and bear a son and you will call
his name Y'shua. This one will be great and will be called the Son of the Highest, and
Master YHWH (your) Elohim will give to him the throne of Dawid his father. And he
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will reign over the house of Ya'akov forever. And there will not be an end to his
Kingdom forever. (Luke 1:30-33- AENT)

Now look at this...

“Yetn | Bldhim of Yisra’€l chose me above all the house of my father to be
sovereign over Yisra’€l forever, for He has chosen Yehudah to be the ruler. And of
the house of Yehudah, the house of my father, and among the sons of my father, He
was pleased with me to make me reign over all Yisra’€l. “And of all my sons — for
M7 has given me many sons — He has chosen my son Shelomoh to sit on the throne
of thereign of N I @wér Yisra’él, and said to me, ‘Shelomoh your son is the one to
build My house and My courtyards, for | have chosen him to be My son, and | Myself
am a Father to him. (1 Chronicles 28:4-6 TS 1998)

So the key points here are that David’s throne is established forever and that it is further
established eternally through his son Solomon, and no other heirs. However, some have
questioned me on this, pointing out that it appeared Solomon’s reign was conditioned
upon him staying loyal to Abba YHWH, and when he didn’t 10 tribes were taken from
his son Rehoboam. They look at this:

As for you, my son Shelomoh, know the Elohim of your father, and serve Him with a
perfect heart and with a pleasing life, for m> searches all hearts and understands all
the intent of the thoughts. If you do seek Him, He is found by you; but if you forsake
Him, He rejects you forever. (1 Chronicles 28:9 TS 1998)

So when King Solomon turned to idols late in his life and “did not serve YHWH will all
his heart” (1 Kings 11:4), was this sufficient for Abba YHWH to “reject him forever”? |
would argue the answer is NO, because Abba YHWH did give Solomon the riches,
power and long life He had promised. Solomon only turned to paganism after decades of
faithful service.

But Solomon’s idolatry was a serious enough of an offense to cause the split of the
Northern and Southern Kingdoms of Israel and Judah—a split that still has not been fully
repaired three millennia later. And nowhere is there any mention of any other son of
David inheriting the royal mantle—and if there were it would be mentioned as it was
with King Saul. Therefore, I must conclude that Solomon’s sins, while serious enough to
cause a horrific punishment, were nevertheless not sufficient to have the intended royal
line taken from him.

But, if such is the case, some may ask, why did the Northern kingdom arise in the first
place? The answer is, again, to punish Solomon for about 200 years, after which Judah
was left alone.

And Judah, though made to go into captivity in Babylon, was nevertheless restored to its

land 70 years later, from which point an eternal King of Kings from David’s line was
prophesied to rule forever (Isaiah 9:6-7, Daniel 7:13-14).
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“For thus said M, ‘For Dawid there is not to cease a man to sit on the throne of the
house of Yisra’€l.” (Jeremiah 33:17 TS 1998)

And so, in spite of exiles, captivities and other disasters, this has always been true: David
will never fail to have a descendant on the throne of Israel. When the last king of Judah
was taken into captivity, his grandson Zerubabel became the governor of Judah with
Persian backing. From there, whether they officially ruled or not, that line was
completely preserved until Y’shua.

In other words, there were long periods of punishment for the Davidic throne, mostly due
to idolatry, and this was much like the Judges period, where Judah seldom ruled for 300
years. Solomon’s punishment then consisted of 200 years of having Israel divided,
following by about another 400 years of having other nations rule them—also prophesied
in Leviticus 26:32-34 and Deuteronomy 29:24-29.

But the throne itself endured and its successors endured, until Y’shua haMashiyach could
come and sit on it forever. However, in order for Y’shua to do that, he must not only be a
descendant of David but also of Solomon, and this fact is why | have been going into this
level of detail on this point. So here is where we compare Matthew and Luke once more:

Matthew 1:5-7 Luke 3:31-32
1) Boaz 1) Boaz

2) Obed 2) Obed

3) Jesse 3) Jesse

4) David 4) David

5) Solomon 5) Nathan
6) Rehoboam 6) Mattha

7) Aviyah... 7) Manni...

If we look then carefully at the Luke 3 list we come to a surprising fact: After King David
himself there is not a single descendant in this lineage that ever sat on the throne of Israel
or Judah. Therefore, if this is Maryam’s line, Y’shua is disqualified from being King of
Kings because Joseph’s seed doesn’t count in a Virgin Birth, which takes Solomon out of
Y’shua’s human ancestors. The proof | believe of this assertion lies in the fact that Joseph
has only returned to his family inheritance in Bethlehem (David-Nathan), not a royal
inheritance in Jerusalem (David-Solomon)

And the land shall mourn, every clan by itself: the clan of the house of Dawid by
itself, and their women by themselves; the clan of the house of Nathan by itself.
(Zechariah 12:12 TS 1998)

It seems therefore clear to me that Zechariah is certainly viewing Nathan as having a

separate inheritance and house from Solomon and therefore only Solomon inherits
kingship for Messiah to rule with! But then another question arises: If Matthew is really
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Maryam’s lineage, how can women inherit from a royal line? Doesn’t kingship only go
from father to son? The answer is, yes, usually, but not always.

And Mosheh commanded the children of Yisra’€l according to the word of mi,
saying, “What the tribe of the sons of Yoséph speaks is right. “This is the word which
M has commanded, for the daughters of Tselophhad, saying, ‘Let them marry who
is good in their eyes, but let them marry only within the clan of their father’s tribe.’
“And the inheritance of the children of Yisra’€l is not to change hands from tribe to
tribe, for every one of the children of Yisra’él is to cling to the inheritance of the tribe
of his fathers. “And every daughter possessing an inheritance in any tribe of the
children of Yisra’€l is to be the wife of one of the clan of her father’s tribe, so that the
children of Yisra’¢€l possess each the inheritance of his fathers. Thus the inheritance is
not to change hands from one tribe to another, but every tribe of the children of
Yisra’¢l is to cling to its own inheritance.” (Numbers 36:5-9 TS 1998)

The situation with the daughters of Tzelophehad first came to light in Numbers 27. Their
father had died without a male heir to inherit his land. The problem was that, if the
daughters had no share in their father’s estate, it could in theory go to another group and
his name would be blotted out of Israel. This was a huge issue for Moshe, as he says, he
did not want property to pass from tribe to tribe. The immediate ruling given in Numbers
27 was to let the daughters inherit, but that in turn raised another legal problem:

And the heads of the fathers of the clans of the children of Gil“ad, son of Makir, son
of Menashsheh, of the clans of the sons of Yos€ph, came near and spoke before
Mosheh and before the leaders, the heads of the fathers of the children of Yisra’él,
and said, “mi7> commanded my master to give the land as an inheritance by lot to the
children of Yisra’él, and my master was commanded by 77> to give the inheritance of
our brother Tselophhad to his daughters. “Now if they are married to any of the sons
of the other tribes of the children of Yisra’€l, then their inheritance shall be taken
from the inheritance of our fathers, and shall be added to the inheritance of the tribe
into which they marry, and taken from the lot of our inheritance. “And if the Jubilee
of the children of Yisra’€l takes place, then their inheritance shall be added to the
inheritance of the tribe into which they marry, and their inheritance taken away from
the inheritance of the tribe of our fathers.” (Numbers 36:1-4 TS 1998)

In Leviticus 25, every 50" year land reverts back to its original owner...but here the new
tribe would be considered “original” holding the land through marriage. The Jubilee rules
only were intended to cover leasing the land to another party outside of the family line
temporarily.

But those same rules assumed the earlier inheritance portions of the Land of Israel would

still remain with each tribe eternally. And so by solving one problem, the ruling created
another which threatened to undermine the entire inheritance system!
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It is for those reasons that Moshe added the stipulation that the women inherit only if they
marry within the tribe of their birth, so the legacy can be passed down to the next male
heir.

But there is one more rule that also impacts on inheritance when there is no male heir in
sight, and it has to do with the rules laid down for levirate marriage in Deuteronomy 25:

“When brothers dwell together, and one of them has died, and has no son... Her
husband’s brother does go in to her, and shall take her as his wife, and perform the
duty of a husband’s brother to her. “And it shall be that the first-born son which she
bears does rise up for the name of his dead brother, so that his name is not blotted out
of Yisra’€l. (Deuteronomy 25:5-6 TS 1998)

Again, we will see later on how this scenario actually happened to Maryam’s biological
father, which forced her mother to marry her brother-in-law, the adopted father of
Maryam, also named Joseph! For now the point is the Torah did allow women to inherit
in situations where there was no male heir, and the fact is also, this scenario also clearly
applied to royalty.

The precedent began in the book of Judges, where Deborah was allowed to “judge over
Israel” (Judges 4:4). Then in 1 Kings 15, King Asa of Judah apparently allowed his mom
to have the title of “Queen Mother” given to her until she worshipped an idol, but she
never ruled in her own right. However, 2 Kings 11:1-3 says a lady named Athaliah
became Queen for 6 years after her son died. Queen Athaliah not only inherited the
throne, but the royal line continued after her, once a suitable male heir was found.

And finally, much closer to Messiah’s time, we have the case of Salome Alexandra,
Queen of the Jews under the Hasmonean line, who took over after her husband Alexander
Jannaeus died. Here’s what Josephus has to say about her:

And when Alexander had been both king and high priest 27 years, he died, and
permitted his wife {Salome} Alexandra to appoint one who should the high priest; so
she gave the high priesthood to Hyrcanus, but retained the kingdom herself 9 years,
and then died. (Antiquities, 20:242-243)

As a result then of both Torah law and historical precedent, there is absolutely no doubt:
Women could both inherit their father’s estate as well as royal power, under certain
prescribed conditions.

In Maryam’s case, the one circumstance that would allow this to happen would be if her
biological father died before siring a brother for her, and then her uncle became her
adopted father.

In the next section, we will see exactly how the Aramaic NT provides evidence for just

such a levirate marriage and in the process solves one of the most difficult problems in
the received Greek NT text at the same time. For now however, the time has come to
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move on to our Seven Anchors of the Nativity to help zero in on the precise time of
Y’shua’s birth. We begin with...

Historical Anchors 1 & 2: Triple conjunction & the death of Herod

Our first task is to use two of our anchors to form “bookends”, or a maximum window for
the time of Messiah’s birth. Once we set that widest possible window up, then we will
proceed to use other clues in the Gospels and other historical sources to narrow the time
further. And so our first anchor is also the easiest, for it is attested to by Matthew and
Luke:

And when Y'shua was born in Beth-Lekhem of Yehuda, in the days of Herodus, the
king, Magoshi came from the east to Urishlim. (Matthew 2:1- AENT)

In the days of Herodus the king of Yehuda, there was a certain priest whose name
was Zakharyah, from the order of the house of Awiya and his wife from the
descended daughters of Ahron. Elishwa was her name. (Luke 1:5- AENT)

So these two references tell us that Y’shua was born during the time of Herod the Great.
The historian Josephus then tells us that Herod died sometime between March 25™ and
April Z”d, 4 BCE, because we know Herod’s son Archelaus mourned his father’s death
seven days before Passover (The Jewish War, 2:1-9) in that year. For 95% of Biblical
historians, there is absolutely no doubt that this year is 4 BCE.

The date is not only well-attested to by Josephus, but also other historians from the period
such as Suetonius and Tacitus.

Certain western Christian traditions though put Herod’s death three years later, 1 BCE,
because it agrees with their Julian calendar. In more recent years, due to certain
astronomical events that happened in 3 and 2 BCE, the old 1 BCE date has been given a
bit of a boost—so that these events can be their Star of Bethlehem.

Such was also the case in 1991 with the publication of the Ernest Martin book “The Star
that Astonished the World” and some other works that came a bit later.

The fact of the matter though remains that 4 BCE is the accepted date by nearly all
historians for very good reasons. 1 BCE proponents have tried to suggest our copies of
Josephus didn’t originally read as they do now, but not one of them has presented a shred
of manuscript evidence supporting their theory and the burden is clearly on them to do so.

It would also require a massive and highly unlikely cover up to supporta 1 BCE nativity
date because not only Josephus’ writings would be suspect, but also ALL the copies of
nearly a half a dozen other historians for this period of time—all of whom support a 4
BCE date.
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And finally, in my system at least, | can believe these 3/2 BCE celestial signs are
important but without them necessarily being the Star of Bethlehem itself, but instead
applying to other important events.

For example, adherents of a 1 BCE nativity date point to a super close conjunction of
Jupiter and Venus in 3 BCE and | agree, that conjunction is spectacular and rare as it
truly looks like the two planets merge into one image!

But does that conjunction of Jupiter and Venus have to be the Star of Bethlehem? Hardly!

We need then to understand that the celestial events were in effect a headline news show
Abba YHWH was putting on for the Magi, trained astronomer-priests from Babylon, and
how these events would have been interpreted by them in cultural context is key to this
whole discussion. The Magi would have seen the triple conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn
this way:

» Jupiter: Largest object in the sky; King’s planet. To the ancients, planets were
“moving stars” or planes aster, that was shortened to planete. So Jupiter is the
“star” the Magi told Herod they were tracking. (More on this in Part 4.)

» Saturn: Shabbat planet, from where we get “Saturn’s Day” (Saturday). Saturn was
also known as the “Savior Planet” and was linked to Jews because of the Shabbat.

> Pisces: Geographically this sign generally represented Syria and Israel, but
specifically came to be known as the Zodiac sign for the Jews because of Jonah
being swallowed and saved from a great fish.

So with just that data we have a message: King Savior of the Jews coming soon to a
manger near you! To have three conjunctions in 5 months (May 29-December 4, 7 BCE)
in the same constellation was extremely rare, happening only once about every 1,400
years.

However, to have each conjunction hit on significant days of the Hebrew calendar as
well, made each of these events a multiple billion to one shot—and that has not happened
since!

One reason why 1 think this linkage has not been thoroughly explored—and this
concordance with key Hebrew calendar/history dates applies to many other celestial signs
pointing to Y’shua’s birth and formative years as well—is that the people studying these
things seem not to think like ancient astronomers.

Nowadays we can predict events in the sky to the second they happen, but this wasn’t the
case 2,000 years ago. The Magi were excellent astronomical observers to be sure, but
planetary conjunctions, unlike solar and lunar eclipses, could not be accurately predicted
but only recorded after they happened.

It is true though they would have noticed Jupiter and Saturn getting closer together each
night. And then perhaps on some later night, when Jupiter and Saturn would have
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appeared to be moving past one another, the Magi would have concluded a conjunction
happened in between nightly observations. We also know that in some cases the
conjunctions happened near sunrise, in which case they would not see proof of it until 1-2
nights later. So when we factor in all the available data, we have to conclude the Magi
saw the conjunctions 1-2 days after they actually happened, yielding the intended dates of
May 29" October 1% and December 4", all Gregorian calendar dates.

It turns out that each of those dates are significant to the Hebrew calendar as well. May
29" is 3 Sivan, the day Abba YHWH descended to Mt. Sinai (Exodus 19)! This makes
perfect sense, since that first conjunction is the one where Abba YHWH first announces
the coming of His Son Y’shua, and 3 Sivan was also the day He announced the coming of
the Ten Commandments!

The second conjunction on October 1% was Yom Kippur, or the Day of Atonement, and
the third conjunction on December 4™ was the full moon before Hanukkah. Babylon,
where the Magi are from, boasted a huge Jewish community at that time. It is also
possible, based on Daniel 4:9 and 5:11, that the Magi were actually trained by that
prophet!

“Magi” is where we get the term “magic” and Daniel was proclaimed “chief of the
magicians” while in Babylon! Whether or not the Magi were Jewish, they certainly knew
Feast days! “Magi” also was the term for elite astronomer-priests of the Zoroastrian faith
who believed a world savior would be born in a land to their west...a land like Israel!

Certainly seeing at least the first two conjunctions line up on important Hebrew days
could have been a factor in seeking the “King of the Jews” through a consultation with
Herod the Great!

The last conjunction, on Kislev Full Moon of December 4™, might have had a double
meaning to the Magi. Kislev 15 was the day the evil king Antiochus Epiphanes defiled
the Temple altar and forbade Jewish practices in Jerusalem which ushered in years of
brutal war, so this omen could have been seen as a warning.

On the other hand, Kislev is also the month of the Festival of Lights, another name for
Hanukkah, which commemorates the victory of the Jews over this evil king in 165 BCE.
Since Y ’shua would later call himself the “Light of the World”, it may make sense to
have a conjunction about him when the moon is brightest just before that Festival of
Lights! So all this brings us back to the 1 BCE nativity camp for a moment.

All that we have seen in terms of this brief tour of the triple conjunctions of Jupiter and
Saturn in Pisces is clearly about the coming King and Savior of the world, Y ’shua the
Messiah. However, the 2 BCE super close conjunction of Jupiter and Venus more seems
to be about something else.:

And when they went, the messenger of Master YHWH appeared to Yosip in a dream
and said to him, "Arise, take the boy and his mother and flee to Misrayin and there
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remain until I tell you. For Herodus is going to seek the boy as to destroy him."
(Matthew 2:13-AENT)

Notice that even though the command includes Joseph, the focus is on the boy and his
mother. Now look at this!

And said to him, "Arise, take the boy and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for
they have died, those who were seeking the life of the boy. And Y osip arose, took the
boy and his mother, and came to the land of Israel. And when he heard that Arkhilius
was king in Yehuda in place of Herodus his father, he was afraid to go there, and (it)
was revealed to him in a dream that he should go to the land of Galeela. And he came
and dwelled in the city called Nasrath, so that might be fulfilled the thing which was
spoken by the prophet that "He will be called a Nasraya." (Matthew 2:20-23-AENT)

We know from Matthew 2:1-2 that Jupiter was the “king’s star” that the Magi followed,
so when we see “take the boy and his mother”, the boy part is Jupiter.

But the Magi were also very familiar with pagan myth, both Greek and Babylonian, and
in both cases these cultures had mother goddesses (sometimes with virgin births) that
were represented by the planet Venus. Remember, this isn’t how we are supposed to
think about these events but how the Magi did and the message was for them. Therefore
Venus is Maryam.

But even in the kosher and perfect Scripture, Venus is associated with Y shua at least!

“I Y'shua have sent my Messenger to testify to you these things before the
assemblies. | am the root and offspring of Dawid: like the splendid star of the
morning. And the Spirit and the bride say, "You come." And let him that hears, say,
"You come." And let him who thirsts, come; and he that is inclined, let him take the
living water freely." (Revelation 22:16-17 AENT)

There is only one true “morning star” that would have been recognized in ancient
astronomy, and that’s the planet Venus. As a result, the Magi could conclude either that
Jupiter was Y’shua and Venus was Maryam or that both Jupiter and Venus represented
Y ’shual

Either way, the message of a super close conjunction of Jupiter and Venus after Y’shua’s
birth seems far more likely to be about the Messiah returning to Galilee for safety than it
is about his birth and the dates don’t work for the latter at all whereas the former is
perfectly timed and makes good sense in terms of the way we know the Magi read signs
in the night sky.

In the end then, these two anchors give us our first range: No earlier than May 29" 7
BCE (the 1°' conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in Pisces) and no later than April
2"% 4 BCE (the latest possible day for the death of Herod the Great).
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This range of just under 3 years, is the one most accepted by historians today as being the
window of time for Y’shua’s birth. But now let’s see our 3" anchor:

Historical Anchor 3: 6 week purification period for Maryam

For this anchor, | believe we can definitely do much better than a 3 year range, just by
following the data we have in the Gospels.

Then when 8 days had passed so that the boy could be circumcised, they called his
name Y'shua, as the Messenger had called him before he was conceived in the womb.
And when the days of their purification were fulfilled according to the instruction of
Moshe, they took him up to Urishlim to present him before Master YHWH. (Luke
2:21-22-AENT)

The Instruction of Moshe, or the Torah, commanded 8 days for circumcision (Genesis
17) plus another 33 days of purification for the birth of a male child (Leviticus 12), so our
third anchor is this nearly 6 week purification period where Joseph and Mary had to stay
in Israel! Another clue about this same period is given here in Matthew:

And they said, "Where is he who has been born the king of the Yehudeans? For we
saw his star in the East and have come to worship him." (Matthew 2:2- AENT)

When the Magi visit Herod, they proclaim the new king has already been born! But this
leads us to another line that often confuses even scholars.

And when they heard from the king, they departed, and behold the star which they
saw in the East was going before them until it came and stood from over where the
boy was. (Matthew 2:9-AENT)

This line, and the one coming up where it says the Magi went into a “house”, have led
scholars to believe the Magi came years after the shepherds did—but this isn’t true! Both
Greek and Aramaic versions of the NT use terms (paidon and taliah respectively) that
can mean “toddler” or “child”.

However, there is one exception to the rule, when an infant could be called “male”
(Hebrew: zakar) rather than a baby or infant, and it is in Genesis 17, when Abba YHWH
commands all “males” get circumcised!

As for the matter of the Magi going into “the house”, it is quite possibly a literal
reference because, as we will see, the Magi did not come to Y ’shua at the same time as
the shepherds did. When the shepherds met Y’shua, he had literally just been born, and
was in a “manger-sukkah”. But by the time the Magi arrive, it was after the feast was
over.

Since the sukkahs would be torn down right after the end of the feast and since Joseph
knew he and Mary needed to stay close to Jerusalem for the duration of Mary’s
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purification period, he had to find some kind of temporary lodging for his wife and
newborn son. This may be why we have very early Christian folk tradition that the Magi
met the Set-apart family in a cave in Bethlehem—the best he could do.

And it happened on the eighth day they came to circumcise the boy (maudiov/iX )" D .

and they were calling him by the name of his father Zakharyah.
(Luke 1:59-AENT)

So here we see that both Yochanan the Immerser and Y’shua were called paidon/taliah
when they were 8 days old. That means that when the Magi came to see the “child”

Y ’shua, he did not have to be a toddler but more likely the text simply means the Magi
met the Set-apart family after Y’shua was circumcised, but before the 6 week purification
period was concluded. | believe this idea is strengthened when we consider what Matthew
tells us happened next for the 4™ anchor!

"~ No  “———" The Tentof * For proof of

back Meeting's this idea. in
v S & :
lead to only HOlI;;A; dins S(LIE sl i
it exit | Place™ had 1:14. Philo
possﬂ)'le M- to be says: the
conclusion > - e of
mdﬁ:,m ABRK overa Pharach
the - The Veil caly’ He Life™ panral “went down
- Axd i —  spring for to the
TS heseat B Aaron to river...asshe
bathme bathe! (c.f was sbout to
. et Exek 47:1) indulge in a
R [ Altar of Incense 40 bath and
This outer part 1s called nulsu“m 1| purification in
“The Holy Place™(EX. > HOLY PLACEC giooobosand bathey | e thickest
26:33) v disobesand bathes | . rie
- ma— Golden| Bt Bere's [ ), 0N Not marsh ™ So
And 30 the . % 0o mention s il
T e ot marshes and
requires a Lampstan atificial =w Bread hive :
: bath in here e ST e
_Spung TheDoor =T Only naked ‘baths™ to him
Teat of » bego | bathe "~ not only man-
Mesting / Laver, out and |\ either | :
forYom | £ , 2N 2 oz
Kippur Outer Court dg “ And Philo-says“There
enters - . offering
while Obel I Brazen N : are...among the sacred
radition Moed .__A"L.L / furniture: a menorah. a bath
doesmot | | .o The Gate called. _ and an altar of incense.” [HER
for the “The Way™ | 1:226]. so water is in there- a
o Temple! | & panmal '

Following up on our discussion from the Yom Kippur Special, this image shows a graphic representation of
Leviticus 16:23-25, which said that Aaron had to immerse on Yom Kippur within the enclosure of the Tent
of Meeting, most likely with a living water source like a spring.

END PART FIVE
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PART 6: REMAINING HISTORICAL NATIVITY ANCHORS (#s 4 through 7)
Historical Anchor 4: Magi track the “star” for 2 years

Then, when Herodus saw that the Magoshi mocked him, he was angry and sent (and)
killed all the boys of Beth-Lekhem and of all from its borders two years and under,
according to the time that he inquired from the Magoshi. (Matthew 2:16-AENT)

While this seems shocking to some, Josephus tells us Herod killed several sons and his
favorite wife on the mere hint of disloyalty. Given that track record, killing a few dozen
infants (who were not related to him) in Bethlehem would hardly be a problem for Herod
the Great if he thought it would preserve his throne.

And being the paranoid he was, he timed that killing to infants “two years old and under”
after “inquiring of the Magi the exact time the star appeared”. This little detail tells us a
great deal: The Magi were tracking the “star” for at least 2 years.

So since the first conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn in Pisces happened May 29" 7 BCE,
this means the Magi could not have come to Jerusalem before May 29" 5 BCE! We have
just cut our window for Messiah’s birth by 2/3rds! (Late May 5 BCE to early April 4
BCE)

From here, other data we looked at before becomes useful in cutting the data down
further. You may recall that Luke 3:23 said that Y’shua was “about 30 during the start
of his first ministry year. Since we also saw through Luke 2:1, John 2:23 and Daniel
9:24-27 this time is from September 27" in 26 to very early April in 27, subtracting 30
years brings us here:

Counting backwards from Sept. 26 CE:
1) 25 CE, 2) 24 CE, 3) 23 CE, 4) 22 CE, 5) 21 CE, 6) 20 CE, 7) 19 CE, 8) 18 CE,
9) 17 CE, 10) 16 CE, 11) 15 CE, 12) 14 CE, 13) 13 CE, 14) 12 CE, 15) 11 CE,
16) 10 CE, 17) 9 CE, 18) 8 CE, 19) 7 CE, 20) 6 CE, 21) 5 CE, 22) 4 CE, 23) 3 CE,
24) 2 CE, 25) 1 CE, 26) [No year 0] 1 BCE, 27) 2 BCE, 28) 3 BCE, 29) 4 BCE,
30) 5 BCE (Sept.)

However, there is another fact to consider here. Since Herod ordered the killing of infants
two years and under based on when the Magi tracked the “star”, can astronomy then tell
us when the Magi began doing this? I believe it can, based on the frequency of these
conjunctions of Jupiter and Saturn in Pisces. Remember before | said the ancients could
not track planetary conjunctions but only recorded them when they happened.

That being the case, the Magi would have probably consulted astronomical tables in

Babylon when the first conjunction hit on May 29", 7 BCE. One of the finest
astronomical schools in the world was there, at a place known as Sippar.
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When they looked at those records, the Magi would have discovered any ordinary
conjunction can happen once in about 19 years, perhaps a little rarer if it involves the
same two planets in the same region of sky, but not super rare by any means! So, even if
the Magi somehow perceived May 29" to be a special “Jewish” date, I doubt it would
have been noticed.

However, the 2™ conjunction would have really captured their attention. It had happened
only a few months later, which is rare in and of itself.

But the Magi were from Babylon—that’s the only place they could have tracked these
“signs” from--where a vast Jewish population was also...they would have known the
Hebrew calendar and that they were tracking a Jewish Messiah. Their faith tradition,
known as “Zoroastrianism”, told them a world ruler would be born in a land to their West
to where the stars would direct them.

What better sign then could the Magi—which is a title for the high priest/astronomers of
their religion—have had than an October 1% conjunction—on a High Holy day - YOM
KIPPUR!

So 2 years later, or mid-September in 5 BCE, is the time the Magi would have visited
Herod. The 2™ solar anniversary of the Yom Kippur event is Oct 1,

And because they viewed Herod as a Jewish king (he was really half Arab), the Magi
surely told him about the Yom Kippur event in 7 BCE, causing Herod to kill the infants 2
years and under after they departed!

Additionally, when the Magi say, “We have seen (the king’s) star in the East (or in the
rising) and have come to worship him”, this can also be dated to a specific astronomical
event. “in the rising” refers to the return of a planet or star just before sunrise—also
known as “heliacal rising”. On May 27, 5 BCE, nearly two years after the first
conjunction, the Magi found their prize.

Historical Anchor 5: Jupiter’s Return & the Route of the Magi

Our fifth anchor though will confirm this timing. Observing Jupiter rise in the east in late
May of 5 BCE. Since this is the sign that caused the Magi to leave Babylon for Israel, we
need to factor in how long the journey would have taken them along well known travel
routes from these locations. This is where Tanakh helps!

Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month, in the seventh year of the king's reign;
for he had ordered the departure from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and
he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, since the kindly hand of his
Elohim was over him. (Ezra 7:8-9 NJB)

Ezra, travelling under the protection of the king, would have taken the same travel routes
and travelled in the same high style as these Magi did about 450 years later. And the text
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directly says it took EXACTLY four months to take this route from Babylon to
Jerusalem, which fits all the data thus far!

Since the Magi would have left for Israel when they saw Jupiter rise in the east the date
of this event matters: May 27", 5 BCE (Gregorian). Their arrival to see Herod though is
just after the birth of Y’shua because they proclaim, in past tense, “Where is he who has
been born King of the Jews”. | will deal with that timing issue more precisely in a
moment. For now, just understand that the Magi are with Herod after the ‘star’ has spent
3+ months moving west and it is still moving. They are therefore seeing Herod in mid-
September, around the 17, This matches the journey of Ezra almost perfectly!

In Hebrew terms, Ezra’s journey from the 1* day of Abib to the 1% day of Ab is precisely
118 days (29 left for Abib + 29 for lyar + 30 for Sivan + 29 for Tammuz + 1 for Ab =
118). The Magi, were prepared for months to leave Babylon for Israel, and upon seeing
the star rise would have been ready to depart later that same day they saw that sign, May
27th, at sunrise. So let’s add up the Magi’s time:

1) 5days leftin May (27-31)
2) 30 days for June

3) 31 days for July

4) 31 days for August

5) 17 days until September 17"

TOTAL->114 days

Therefore the Magi come to see Herod only four days shy of how long it took Ezra to
return to Jerusalem, from the same Babylon road. And Ezra definitely rested on Shabbat,
so his “real travel days” are probably considerably less than the Magi’s, possibly around
17 days less. But even if the Magi kept Shabbat and rested, the trip is extremely doable
for them.

Historical Anchor 6: Timing the Flight into Egypt

Our sixth anchor though may be one of the most difficult of them all to precisely date, but
it is extremely important as a puzzle piece in the overall scheme of the chronology.

It is well known that shepherds do not “abide in the fields, keeping watch over their
flocks by night” (Luke 2:8) after the advent of the early rains (end of October to maybe
mid-November). Here's one reason why nearly everyone agrees on this:

Then all the men of Yehudah and Binyamin gathered at Yerushalayim within three
days. It was the 9" month, on the 20" of the month. And all the people sat in the open
space of the House of Elohim, trembling because of the matter and because of
showers of rain. (Ezra 10:9 TS 1998)
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After the Feast of Sukkot, the early rains begin around late October. If the grapes are not
harvested by then, the crop is ruined. The rains will then intensify over the next several
months, so that by the 9™ month “rainy season” has become particularly unpleasant—
certainly too unpleasant to keep watch over sheep all night in the open.

This reference in Ezra 10 is actually only a few days before the Feast of Hanukkah,
which hits late November to late December in our calendar. Of course this is one reason
why we know the Nativity itself cannot be on December 25" but that’s not the main
point of this discussion. Rather, the point is the birth couldn’t happen after mid-
November.

That being the case, the 6 weeks of purification after the birth had to conclude no later
than the end of December, and we know Joseph and Family are in Egypt when Herod
dies, in early April of 4 BCE (Matthew 2:19).

Then Matthew 2:22-23 says that Joseph did not settle back in Nazareth before Archelaus
gained rule over Judea, and we know when this happened too.

In Josephus’ “Jewish War”, (2:1-117) the circumstances behind Archelaus’ grab for
power are given in great detail. First, one week before Passover (April 2", 4 BCE),
Herod dies and Archelaus begins mourning him 7 days.

Then during the Passover feast, due to persistent accusations being yelled at him,
Archelaus loses patience and kills 3,000 people doing Temple sacrifices. Afterwards,
Archelaus apparently tries to seize power over all his late father’s territory, knowing full
well this was not Herod’s wish.

This defiant act forces his two brothers, Antipas and Phillip, to sail to Rome to protest the
move to the Emperor Augustus. Archelaus soon follows suit and all parties begin
extensive litigation on the matter.

In the midst of the negotiations though, Archelaus hears his mother is about to die and
has to return home. When he does, the Feast of Weeks happens (May 30™) and
widespread riots hit Jerusalem against Rome and Archelaus personally. Rome burns part
of the Temple complex, before riots break out a half dozen other places, also needing to
be put down.

How long these riots go on for precisely is not known. However, the Feast of Weeks is
only a day long and the riots and thousands of crucifixions mentioned by Josephus had to
take place over a longer period of time.

But when the parties resume the legal case, another “festival” came to Jerusalem where
Jews were “forced” to let in the masses (Jewish War, 2:73). It is the only remaining
festival that required the participation of all Jewish men was that of Tabernacles, or
Sukkot, which ran that year October 2-10.
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Sometime after this date, Augustus decides to give Archelaus the title of “ethnarch” and
2 of his father’s kingdom, while the two brothers each split the remaining ’% together as
“tetrarchs”. From here, it takes about another 3 weeks for the negotiations to formally
conclude and for Archelaus, Antipas and Phillip to return from Rome to Judea to set up
their respective kingdoms.

Therefore, the earliest that Y’shua’s father Joseph could have heard that Archelaus was
reigning “in Yehuda” would be early November of 4 BCE, and he doesn’t leave Egypt
before.

The point of all this research is that the Egypt stay had to be a minimum of 11 % months.
However, the absolute longest possible stay in Egypt for the Set-apart family would be 5
years and here’s why:

And the boy would grow up and become strong in spirit and was filled with wisdom,
and the grace of Elohim was upon him. (Luke 2:40 AENT)

The clue the child grew seems a consistent reference to weaning being completed at age 5
(Genesis 21:8; Exodus 2:9-10 comp. to Leviticus 27:5-6 and Luke 2:40) tells us Y’shua
was back in Nazareth no later than age 5.

There are two reasons for this. First, the 430 year prophecy (Exodus 12:40) only makes
sense counting from when Isaac turns 5 (400 + 25 + 5 = 430)! And second, the valuation
of male infants jumps to 5 shekels when they turn 5 years old, which makes sense
because after being weaned the boys are considered stronger and more mature.

So we have a minimum of 1 and a maximum of 5 years for the Egypt stay, but beyond
this, it is impossible to be more precise. However, | believe later astronomical signs point
to 3 years.

Historical Anchor 7: No Room at the Inn!

But our seventh and final anchor has to do with the fact that as Luke 2:7 said, “for there
was no room at the inn”. We now know for certain that Y osip and Maryam are in
Bethlehem during the 7" month, or September.

But when they get there, the inns are completely stuffed full of people—there’s nowhere
to go but a “manger”. The inn is crowded because pious Jews are gearing up for the fall
sacred season and the Romans have scheduled their registration to coincide with when
people would be on the road anyway to get to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles, or
Sukkot.

But during Sukkot no Jews would be at the inn—they would live OUTSIDE! Therefore,
Y’shua had to be born in the 7™ month but just prior to the start of Tabernacles. Thus
the 2 week window | spoke of earlier would be September 1* through 13th, 5 BCE.
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However, the retrograde motion of Jupiter will narrow the time further. When Matthew
2:9 says “the star went out before them”, this refers to a specific astronomical event:

As the Earth moves through space, the outer planets the Magi are watching appear to
“speed up” or “slow down” in their daily motion. So when Jupiter emerged from the sun,
it appears to “race ahead”, as it did from May to September in 5 BCE. Now it’s time for
astronomy and other evidence.

But on September 18", after four months of going ahead of the Earth, the Earth caught up
to Jupiter and for the next week, Jupiter’s motion appeared to “pause” over Bethlehem
(19-26). This would have to be the time that the Magi saw Y’shua, but we are also
missing a critical fact still: Y’shua was born well before this!

The reason, as we already discussed before, concerns what the Magi said to Herod:
“Where is he who has been born King of the Jews”! We should also bear in mind booths
for Sukkot were set up no earlier than 2 Tishri, or 13 days before the Feast (Nehemiah
8:13) and, as we also saw before, Y’shua was circumcised on his 8" day before the Magi
found him.

Since we know the Set-apart family stayed in the Jerusalem area for the 6 weeks of
purification, the Magi’s arrival at Y’shua’s circumcision meant the wise men stuck
around for a few weeks (end of September to the end of October).

Then immediately after the Magi left, so did the family, bound for Egypt, for Herod could
not be deceived any longer.

The bottom line though is this: The ‘star’ had been going out before the Magi up until
September 18" and it is Jupiter’s pausing, not its motion, that leads the Magi to Y’shua.
In other words, the movement of Jupiter westward from the Magi’s original position in
Babylon brought them to the right area, but the ‘star’ was actually paused over that entire
city.

As the Magi continued walking through Bethlehem, Jupiter remained overhead, until they
got to the place the infant Y’shua was. But a super literal reading of Matthew 2:9 says:
“and behold the star...was going before them until it came and stood over where the child
was”—implies that the moment of the “pause” was the moment the Magi arrived.

If that’s the case, then we have a very interesting situation. The moment of Jupiter’s
pausing was on the evening of September 19" (also Tishri 19), so if the Magi arrived just
after Y’shua was circumcised it raises the possibility that Y’shua was born on or just
hours after the Day of Atonement ended, as 8 days earlier brings us to the end of Tishri
10 and start of Tishri 11.

But in actual fact, what this really does in my opinion is simply tell us that the earliest
possible day for Y’shua’s birth was in the early hours of the night of September 1 1™ and
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therefore the latest possible birth time (8 days before the 26™, the last day Jupiter paused)
was September 18™. But this brings us back again to “no room at the inn”:

With range now cut to from September 11" to the 18™ “no room at the inn” will eliminate
the first half of the Sukkot feast when the Jews would be living outside. Therefore,
September 15", 16" 17" and 18" are gone from contention, and this leaves only
September 11", 12™ 13" and 14™ of 5 BCE as possible days for the birth of Messiah!

From there we can speak of a fantastic lunar eclipse that happened on one of those
evenings—Friday, September 13" in 5 BCE. My science advisor Bill Welker, who has
two physics degrees, worked on classified satellites for the DOD and build telescopes
from scratch in his spare time, explains about this critical lunar eclipse:

On the night of September 13th, 5 BCE, there is a well placed total Lunar Eclipse.
By “well placed”, I mean that the moon rose that night, well before Jupiter, and
was of course, nearly full. The eclipse began at about 8:30 PM, with the moon 35
degrees high — perfectly placed from Jerusalem to see the entire eclipse. At
totality, at about 9:30 pm, Jupiter was rising but just barely above the
horizon...This means that as the total lunar eclipse ended, about 11 PM, Jupiter
was itself now prominently placed, 20 degrees above the horizon, a little north of
due east. The fullness of the moon, would not have lessened the visibility of
Jupiter that night and it would be easy each night from now on to tell Jupiter was
dramatically slowing down in its nightly motion against the stars.

This absolutely stunning lunar eclipse marks not just the day of the birth, but I believe
also the very moment of his birth—between 8:30-11:00 PM on Friday, Sept 13/Tishri 14,
5 BCE!

Final Pieces: On Toddlers, Magi and Caves

The real Herod was a man of duplicity and murder, and so Matthew and Josephus could
not agree more here; i.e. that such a man was more than capable of slaughtering the
infants in Bethlehem.

But what | think probably happened, and this is a bit of informed speculation, was that at
first Herod thought the Magi would keep their word and report back to him soon about
where Messiah was.

Then, when that didn’t happen, he sent out his own spies to find the Magi, but they had
already left just before Joseph and family completed the purification and went to Egypt.

And so, while Herod’s spies may not have found the Magi, they could very well have
found the shepherds and heard about the heavenly vision. These shepherds, probably
terrified for their lives, would have eagerly given up any information Herod’s men
wanted, and that might have included them seeing Magi travelling through the area--the
Magi definitely would have stood out!
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So if the Magi also saw the angels, they would have seen those messengers also point the
shepherds to where the baby was.

It is possible then that Christian “telescoping” of having the shepherds and Magi there at
the same time is not so far off after all. At a minimum, they would have known where
Y’shua was before they asked Herod about him.

And now another agenda for the Magi emerges: that of self-preservation. They leave
Babylon probably quite naive about the kind of king Herod is, because his territory is a
tiny drop in a Roman ocean.

But as they get to Israel by popular trading routes, the Magi would have heard more and
more about this brutal king, only to realize that they had probably already been spotted by
his men!

The Magi are very easy to spot as rich and prominent travelers, perhaps even as direct
representatives of the Babylonian government under Parthian rule. If Herod’s spies saw
them, the safest thing for the Magi to do was to seek Herod directly and prove they were
not spies themselves. But if they go to Y’shua at this moment, then Herod will have his
prize!

To avoid that—because again their Zoroastrian faith said this Jewish baby was their
Messiah too—they had no choice but to ask Herod “innocently”’: Where is he who has
been born King of the Jews? After this, the Magi’s next words then prove their
desperation to show Herod they are useful to him: For we have seen his star in the East
and have come to worship him!

It’s a perfect ploy. In one efficient stroke the Magi convince Herod they are his friends,
show Herod they have what we would call today “valuable intel”, and in exchange for
that information, Herod lets them go so long as they promise to return soon and to avoid
problems with Parthia.

But the Magi have already double crossed Herod before they even left his palace! Here’s
why: As we saw before, the fact that Y’shua was called a “child” in Greek and Aramaic
pointed to the fact that he had already been circumcised. Y’shua then was 8 days old
when the Magi saw him. But, as we will see shortly, the Magi needed the shepherds’ help
to find Y’shua, and that timing could only be a day after Sukkot ended, when they were
breaking down the booths.

To the Magi then, the end of Sukkot presented a danger sign. It was the masses of

Israelites spread out in covered shelters that protected the Set-apart family from being
spotted.
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Now, with those booths gone, Joseph and Mary were homeless and stuck out in the open!
Something had to be done fast, because the Magi knew Herod would realize he’s been
duped sooner or later.

So what may have happened at this point is the Magi, who saw the shepherds following
the angelic host, sought out those shepherds again. Like the Magi, Herod’s men may have
let the shepherds go because they provided useful information. They were not a royal
threat. Then when the shepherds say, “Herod’s men were actually looking for you!” The
Magi’s worst fears were confirmed.

But the shepherds, who after all were there at the actual birth, knew where Joseph and
Mary’s sukkah was, so I think they led the Magi back there, before the family moved on.
Then the Magi, in a bid to protect Y shua, probably paid for hidden lodgings for them so
they could hide out from Herod when they were not participating in the massive Temple
crowds.

For these purposes, a group of caves in the Bethlehem area would have been ideal, and
now we start to see where some of the earliest Christian legends may have gotten their
inspiration, as oral sources to these events tell and re-tell this story until it gets written
down finally around 150 CE by Justin Martyr, who is the first to claim that the Magi met
Y’shua and his family in a cave!

This ancient source is known as The Dialogue with Tryphon the Jew, and the relevant
excerpts from chapters 70 and 78 of that work. There Justin clearly puts the Magi in the
“cave” at the moment of the birth, which means the shepherds had to be there too! But I
believe Justin has confused the oral sources and that the shepherds and Magi met there
later on.

On the other hand, some scholars have objected to this early tradition of Justin, which is
also reflected in other Church Fathers’ writings like Origen and Jerome, stating that the
cave idea may have been borrowed from Mithraism, because Mithras was also born in
cave, by a virgin and on December 25". However this linkage has two huge historical
problems:

First, it was the Gentile Christians, not the original Jewish Gospel writers, who
appropriated December 25" for the birth of Messiah, and that was done in the 4™ century.

And second, there is a very strong tradition and reasoning from the Scripture to explain
why the Set-apart family would have settled in a cave after the Sukkot feast ended:

And three of the thirty chiefs went down to the rock to Dawid, into the cave of
Adullam, while the army of the Philistines encamped in the Valley of Repha’im.
And Dawid was then in the stronghold, and the watch-post of the Philistines was
then in Bé&yth Lehem. (1 Chronicles 11:15-16 TS 1998)

Here’s another witness:
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And the border came down to the end of the mountain that faces the Valley of the Son
of Hinnom, which is in the Valley of the Repha’im on the north, and went down to
the Valley of Hinnom, to the side of the Yebusite city {Jerusalem} on the south, and
went down to En Rogél. And it was drawn from the north, went out to En Shemesh,
and went out toward Geliloth, which is opposite the Ascent of Adummim, and went
down to the stone of Bohan son of Re’ubén, and passed over to the side opposite
Arabah northward, and went down to Arabah. (Joshua 18:16-18 TS 1998)

The cave of Adullam and the ascent of Adummim refer to the same exact place, and the
last detail “went down to the Arabah” is also very important. Justin Martyr, who
attempted to compile the oral accounts he heard, left us this clue:

But when the Child was born in Bethlehem, since Joseph could not find a lodging in
that village, he took up his quarters in a certain cave near the village; and while they
were there Mary brought forth the Christ and placed Him in a manger, and here the
Magi who came from Arabia found Him. (Justin Martyr, Dialogue with Trypho,
Chapters 70 and 78).

So it seems likely that Justin confused “came from the Arabah” for “came from Arabia”,
showing how oral tradition gets changed as it comes into literary form. Then the more
time goes by on the Gentile side, the more likely it is the original Jewish understanding
got lost! And so the Scripture and Josephus (Antiquities 7:312) confirm that the cave and
valley of Rephaim lie exactly between Bethlehem and Jerusalem.

This was literally the connecting point between both “cities of David” (2 Samuel 5:7,
Luke 2:11), and it was massive enough to hold 30 men. In addition, the Valley of
Rephaim as Y’shua’s birth place may have another prophetic angle:

“And it shall be as when the harvester gathers the grain, and reaps the heads with
his arm. And it shall be as he who gathers heads of grain in the Valley of
Repha’im. and gleaning grapes shall be left in it, like the shaking of an olive tree,
two or three olives at the top of the uppermost branch, four or five in its most
fruit-bearing branches,” declares N | Bldhim of Yisra’él. In that day man shall
look to his Maker, and his eyes turn to the Set-apart One of Yisra’€l. And he shall
not look to the altars, the work of his hands; and he shall not see that which his
own fingers made, nor the Ashérim nor the sun-pillars. In that day his strong cities
become like a forsaken forest and an uppermost branch, which they left because
of the children of Yisra’él.

And it shall become a ruin. Because you have forgotten the Elohim of your
deliverance (or salvation>yeshuach/ 7 ), ans haws not remembered the Rock
of your stronghold, therefore you shall plant pleasant plants and set out foreign
seedlings, by day make your plant to grow, and in the morning make your seed to
flourish — but the harvest is a heap in the day of grief and incurable pain. (Isaiah
17:5-11 TS 1998)
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So this to my mind is a direct prophecy—Dbut possibly one not picked up until now—that
tells us the very spot where the shepherds and the Magi will meet just after the birth, in
the cave of Rephaim, with a 1,000 year pedigree of Scriptural precedent behind it!

And finally, it is fair to ask if'a cave could have been considered a “house” by Matthew
in his Greek and Aramaic versions. The Hebrew-Aramaic word beyt (N ') has alvide
variety of meanings. For example, Joseph’s tribal territory is called “the house (beyt) of
David. Other times beyt is a generic name for “place” and still other times it’s a fixed
building or house.

And Ya’akov made a vow, saying, “Seeing Elohim is with me, and has kept me in
this way that 1 am going, and has given me bread to eat and a garment to put on —
when I have returned to my father’s house (' . ) ilpeare, ami'n-l A been
my Elohim, then this stone which I have set as a standing column shall be
Elohim’shouse ( O ' _ ), an®af ad than'You givame, | shall certainly give a
tenth to you.” (Genesis 28:20-22 TS 1998)

And also here:

His roots wrap around a rock pile. He grasps a house of stones( D' - ). (Job&l7 X  Nn' -
NAU)

So it certainly is not a stretch to think a cave could be a beyt, as this satisfies several
definitions at once (place, house, ancestral land, and so on!)

Lies, Statistics and Censuses:
Reclaiming the Truth about Quirinius!
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Shemini Etzeret and Simchat Torah
1) Numbers 29:35-30:1 (Shemini Atzeret/Simchat Torah)

SHEMINI ATZERET TIHYEH LACHEM (29:35) = eighth day of retreat, so this is
also known as a “retreat festival”.

'On the eighth day you shall have a solemn assembly; you shall do no laborious work.
'But you shall present a burnt offering, an offering by fire, as a soothing aroma to
YHWH: one bull, one ram, seven male lambs one year old without defect; their grain
offering and their drink offerings for the bull, for the ram and for the lambs, by their
number according to the ordinance; and one male goat for a sin offering, besides the
continual burnt offering and its grain offering and its drink offering. "You shall
present these to YHWH at your appointed times, besides your ‘votive offerings and
your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings and for your grain offerings and for
your drink offerings and for your peace offerings.” Moses spoke to the sons of Israel
in accordance with all that YHWH had commanded Moses. Then Moses spoke to the
heads of the tribes of the sons of Israel, saying, "This is the word which YHWH has
commanded. (Numbers 29:35-30:1 NAU)

2) Deuteronomy 14:21-16:17 (Shemini Atzeret)

GER (14:21) = stranger. Rabbis make an interesting comment (Stone Chumash, p.
1013) that in this context GER does not mean proselyte, because they perceive there
could be another class of GER that lives among the Jews but only observes the
Noachide laws and does not have to abstain from unkosher meat. They further point
out that if PROSELYTE was meant here, the unkosher meat would be prohibited to
him as well as any other Jew. While on the surface this appears to solve some
problems, I maintain that there is one Torah for the Jew and for the foreigner in their
midst and that Noachide laws are a rabbinic illusion. It’s not that those rules aren’t in
the Torah—it’s their misapplication that is at issue here. Rather, the regulation seems
to be meant to not let food go to waste that is unfit for the altar but that can in other
ways extend human life.

SHEMITTAH (15:1) = letting drop, or a temporary remission of debts.

QARA (15:9) = cry out against you. The word can also mean to “proclaim publicly,
read”, which has a sense that the poor man could embarrass you publicly if you bend
the shemmitah law to avoid paying him back.

TIKAPHETZ ET-YADKHA (15:7) = draw together or close your fist. This command
follows the phrase “harden your heart”—a rebuke given against Pharaoh—to show
that bad mental attitudes lay the foundation for bad actions. Y’shua’s halacha though
went further than just opening one’s hand to help the poor. Instead, he wanted an
open hand that was HIDDEN from public view, i.e. “don’t let your left hand know
what your right is doing”.
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16:1-2 from Bibleort.org:

Safeguard
Adjusting the lunar calendar so that Nissan remains in the spring (Rosh HaShanah 21a;
Yad, Kiddush HaChodesh 1:1).

along with other sheep and cattle

(Ramban). Or, 'sacrifice sheep as the Passover offering, along with the cattle' (Targum;
Sifri; Rashi). The other animals are the special festival offering, known as the Chagigah.
This consisted of a peace offering (Yad, Chagiga 1:1).

3) Deuteronomy 33:1-34:12/Ve-Zot Ha-Barachah (Simchat Torah)

BA/BO (33:2) = came, as in “YHWH came from Sinai” or VAYOMER YAHWEH
MISINAY BA. However, BO is also used to describe not just coming in and going
out but the sun going down. Therefore, it can also perhaps mean “YHWH went
down/descended on to Sinai”.

ESH DATH (33:2) = fire of a law. A very curious phrase to say the least. Bibleort.org
translates it as “fire of a religion”. Others would go away from a mystical image to
something like “flashing lightning” but DATH clearly means “law”. There seems to
be some very deep spirituality going on here because the Hebrew word for light AUR
is clearly related to the Aramaic word for “Torah” which is AURAYTA. This
Hebrew phrase seems to be referencing that linkage by seeing the Torah in the Fire.

VAYEHI VIYESHURUN MELECH (33:4) = and he was king of Yeshurun.
Assuming this is Moshe being mentioned, the phrase could also mean, “and Moshe
was king of the Upright One (Israel as she should be).” Or, perhaps, “Moshe was king
of the beloved ones” or “Moshe was king, the one who sees”.

VAYOMAR SHEMA YAHWEH (33:7) = may YHWH hear. It is interesting that the
order goes from Reuben, then to Yehudah and then to Levi. Simeon is omitted at this
juncture but his name is derived from Shema (to hear).

YORU MISHPATEYCHA LE-YA’AKOV VETORATCHA LE-YISRAEL (33:10) =
they shall teach Your judgment to Jacob and your Torah to Israel. There is one
judgment against Jacob for fleeing from Esau, but through his reconciliation and
return we eventually get the 12 tribes of Israel to whom Abba YHWH will teach the
entire Torah.

URSTON SHOCHNI SNEH TAVOTAH (33:16) = one who dwells in the thorn bush.
SNEH is Sinai, which means “thorny”. And, of course on Sinai is the Burning Bush.

The one who dwells there then must be Abba YHWH Himself!

VEYISSAKHAR BEOHALEYCHA (33:18) = and Issachar in your tents. According
to Rashi, Issachar had a reputation for producing scholars, to “to your tents” means
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tents of study. Others say the fertile land made hard work on it unnecessary. The
reality is both could be true. Because the land didn’t need many workers, the
inhabitants could devote themselves to study.

VAYAR RESHIT LO KI-SHAM CHELKAT MECHOKEK SAFUN (33:21) = he
saw the first portion for himself, for that is where the portion of the Lawgiver is
hidden. This is a very important clue that speaks to Moshe’s tomb being in Gad’s
territory. Some have called this person a “ruler” but the word CHELKAT (from
chagaq) literally means someone who cuts into rock to do a covenant, just as Moshe
did. If so, this line may have been penned by Joshua since Moshe would not
necessarily know the exact spot his own remains will end up!

UMOSHE BEN-MEAH VE’ESRIM SHANAH BE MOTO (34:7) = and Moshe was
120 years old when he died. According to Josephus and others, this was on 1 Adar.
A few other Jewish authorities though would put the death a week later, 7 Adar, but
Deuteronomy 1:3 puts all the events of that book on 1 Shevat of that year and that is
my choice.

4) Genesis 1:1-2:3 (Simchat Torah)

BERESHIT (1:1) = in the beginning. Onkelos Targum says BKADMIN (in the
eternities/beginnings) indicating ancient understanding of more than one creation event
happening at the same time. Within the word BERESHIT is also the first Messianic
prophecy:

BAR = son (Aramaic)

BARA = created

RESH = head/chief/beginning
SHET = (the) six (Aramaic)

So the Son is created BEFORE the 6 days of creation!

VAYOMER ELOHIM YEHI RAKIA (1:5) = and said Elohim: Let there be a SKY. This
“sky”(rakia) is usually translated as “firmament” but literally means “expanse”,
indicating a separation between SHMAYIM (heavens) and the waters. It is a different
kind of sky from SHMAY M, or the universe. In other places, RAKIA can also denote
matter.

VAYA’AS ELOHIM (1:16) = and made Elohim. Tense indicates these luminaries were
made on the fourth day, meaning neither the sun nor the moon can be used to count days
for the 7 day Shabbat cycle. YHWH didn’t count from day 4 for Creation week and

therefore neither should we. The 7 day count is independent of the sun, moon and stars.

VAYOMER ELOHIM HA ADAM BETZALMANU (1:26) = and said Elohim, Let US

make man in OUR image. Recalling the fact that multiple creations happened and that
within BERESHIT is proof that the Son/Word was the first thing YHWH created, we
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need to further confirm this through Psalm 33:6 and Yochanan 1:1-5. YHWH sent the
Word out of His Mouth and the Word created the heavens and the earth, “by him, for him
and through his hands” as the Aramaic of Yochanan reads. Since itis Y’shua who made
these things as the Word, the US and OUR are YHWH talking with His Son “whom He
loved from when time began” (Yochanan 17) since the Messiah has “goings forth that
have been from the eternities” (Micah 5) from which a throne in heaven was set up for
him to have eternal and universal dominion (Daniel 7).

U’MIL’U ET-HA’ARETS VECHIVESHUHA (1:28) = fill the earth up and conquer it. In
order to do this command, man must endeavor to understand the inner workings of the
earth, which he can only do through disciplined observation of the planet. The method of
this observation is given in 1 Thessalonians 5:21-22, test everything, hold on to the good
and avoid all evil.

SHAVAT (2:3) = rested, but not because Abba YHWH was tired because He never tires.
Rather YHWH completed His work and stopped doing it. This is confirmed in 2:4 with
ASAH (made) in past tense, denoting completion. Later Jewish sources though will
speculate that certain events, like the building of the Temple, also in their way complete
creation.

S
Ark of the Covenant Calendar Code

Sun’s hesght'width from earth 15 half a degres = 3 sunnses per
window. The beight and width of 3 suns fit in the 1 3% degrees

from start of sprng to from start of fall to start
start of fall (VE 10 AE) of spring (AE 1o VE)

There’s no real reason for my putting this image of the Ark of the Covenant Calendar Code here other than
I just like looking at it and I don’t like a ton of empty white space!

END PART 7
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Historical Commentary on Sukkot 1 (Josephus)

Upon the fifteenth day of the same month, when the season of the year is changing to
winter, the law enjoins us to pitch tabernacles in every one of our houses, so that we
preserve ourselves from the cold of that time of the year; as also that when we should
arrive at our own country, and come to that city which we should have then for our
metropolis, because of the temple therein to be built, and keep a festival for eight days,
and offer burnt offerings, and sacrifice thank offerings, that we should then carry in our
hands a branch of myrtle, and willow, and a bough of the palm tree, with the addition of
the pome citron.

That the burnt offering on the first of those days was to be a sacrifice of thirteen bulls,
and fourteen lambs, and fifteen rams, with the addition of a kid of the goats, as an
expiation for sins: and on the following days the same number of lambs, and of rams,
with the kids of the goats; but abating one of the bulls every day till they amounted to
seven only.

On the eighth day all work was laid aside, and then, as we said before, they sacrificed to
Elohim a bullock, a ram, and seven lambs, with a kid of the goats, for an expiation of
sins. And this is the accustomed solemnity of the Hebrews, when they pitch their
tabernacles. (Josephus, Antiquities 3:244-247)

“"When the multitude are assembled together to the holy city for sacrificing, every
seventh year, at the feast of tabernacles, let the high priest stand upon a high desk,
where he may be heard, and let him read the laws to all the people; and let neither
the women nor the children be hindered from hearing, no, nor the servants either;
for it is a good thing that those laws should be engraved in their souls, and
preserved in their memories, that so it may not be possible to blot them out; for by this
means they will not be guilty of sin, when they cannot plead ignorance of what the laws
have enjoined them.

“The laws also will have a greater authority among them, as foretelling what they will
suffer if they break them: and imprinting in their souls by this hearing what they
command them to do, that so there may always be within their minds that intention of the
laws which they have despised and broken, and have thereby been the causes of their own
mischief. Let the children also learn the laws, as the first thing they are taught, which will
be the best thing they can be taught, and will be the cause of their future felicity."

“"Let everyone commemorate before Elohim the benefits which he bestowed upon them
at their deliverance out of the land of Egypt, and this twice every day, both when the day
begins and when the hour of sleep comes on, gratitude being in its own nature a just
thing, and serving not only by way of return for past, but also by way of invitation of
future favors.

“They are also to inscribe the principal blessings they have received from Elohim upon
their doors, and show the same remembrance of them upon their arms; as also they are to
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bear on their forehead and their arm those wonders which declare the power of Elohim,
and his goodwill toward them, that Elohim's readiness to bless them may appear
everywhere conspicuous about them." (Josephus, Antiquities, 4:209-213)

(About 152 BCE) When Jonathan had received this letter, he put on the high priest's
robe at the time of the feast of tabernacles, four years after the death of his brother
Judas, for at that time no high priest had been made. So he raised great forces, and had
abundance of armor prepared.

This greatly grieved Demetrius, when he heard of it, and made him blame himself for his
slowness, that he had not anticipated Alexander, and got the goodwill of Jonathan, but
had given him time so to do. However, he also himself wrote a letter to Jonathan, and to
the people, the contents whereof are these:-""King Demetrius to Jonathan, and to the
nation of the Jews, sends greetings. Since you have preserved your friendship for us, and
when you have been tempted by our enemies, you have not joined yourselves to them; I
both commend you for your fidelity, and exhort you to continue in the same disposition;
for which you shall be repaid, and receive rewards from us; for | will free you from the
greatest part of the tributes and taxes which you formerly paid to the kings my
predecessors, and to myself; and | do now set you free from those tributes which you
have ever paid; and besides, | forgive you the tax upon salt, and the value of the crowns
which you used to offer to me: and instead of the third part of the fruits of the field, and
the half of the fruits of the trees, | relinquish my part of them from this day: *° and as to
the poll money, which ought to be given me for every head of the inhabitants of Judea,
and of the three toparchies that adjoin to Judea, Samaria, and Galilee, and Perea, that |
relinquish to you for this time, and for all time to come. (Josephus, Antiquities 13:46-50)

And after that they heard a sound as of a great multitude, saying, ~~We are departing from
here." But, what is still more terrible, there was one Y’shua bar Khanan-Yah, a
common man and a husbandman, who, four years before the war began (62 CE,
Jewish War started in the year 66—AGR), and at a time when the city was in very
great peace and prosperity, came to that feast whereon it is our custom for everyone to
make tabernacles to Elohim in the temple, began suddenly to cry aloud, ~"A voice from
the east, a voice from the west, a voice from the four winds, a voice against Jerusalem
and the holy house, a voice against the bridegroom and the bride, and a voice against this
whole people!" This was his cry, as he went about by day and by night, in all the lanes of
the city.

However, certain of the most eminent among the populace had great indignation at this
dire cry of his, and took up the man, and gave him a great number of severe stripes; yet
he did not either say anything for himself, or anything peculiar to those who chastised
him, but still went on with the same words which he cried before.

Hereupon our rulers supposing, as the case proved to be, that this was a sort of divine

fury in the man, brought him to the Roman procurator; where he was whipped till his
bones were laid bare; yet he did not make any supplication for himself, nor shed any
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tears, but turning his voice to the most lamentable tone possible, at every stroke of the
whip his answer was, ~"Woe, woe to Jerusalem!" (The Jewish War, 6:300-304)

Historical Commentary on Sukkot 2 (Philo)

And this number is consecrated and dedicated to Elohim when the perfect fruits of the
soul are offered up. For, on the feast of tabernacles, besides all other sacrifices, it is
ordered that the priest should offer up seventy heifers for a burnt offering. Again, itis in
accordance with the computation of seventy that the phials of the princes are provided,
for each of them is of the weight of seventy shekels; since whatever things are associated
and confederate together in the soul, and dear to one another, have a power which is truly
attractive, namely, the sacred computation of seventy, which Egypt, the nature which
hates virtue, and loves to indulge the passions, is introduced as lamenting; for mourning
among them is computed at seventy days. [Genesis I. 8.]

This number, therefore, as | have said before, is familiar to Moses, but the number of the
five outward senses is familiar to him who embraces the body and external things, which
it is customary to call Joseph; for he pays such attention to those things, that he presents
his own uterine brother, [Genesis xlv. 22], the offspring of the outward sense, for he had
no acquaintance at all with those who were only his brothers as sons of the same father,
with five exceedingly beautiful garments, thinking the outward senses things of
exceeding beauty, and worthy of being adorned and honored by him. (Philo, The
Migrations of Abraham 1:202-203)

The last of all the annual festivals is that which is called the feast of tabernacles,
which is fixed for the season of the autumnal equinox. And by this festival the
lawgiver teaches two lessons, both that it is necessary to honor equality, the first principle
and beginning of justice, the principle akin to un-shadowed light; and that it is becoming
also, after witnessing the perfection of all the fruits of the year, to give thanks to that
Being who has made them perfect.

For the autumn (metoporon), as its very name shows is the season which comes after
('meta’) the fruits of the year (ten oporan) are now gathered into the granaries, on account
of the providence of nature which loves the living creatures upon the earth.

And, indeed, the people are commanded to pass the whole period of the feast under tents,
either because there is no longer any necessity for remaining in the open air laboring at
the cultivation of the land, since there is nothing left in the land, but all is stored up in the
barns, on account of the injuries which otherwise might be likely to visit it from the
burning of the sun or the violence of the rains. It is also intended as a commemoration of
the long journeying of their ancestors, while making which through the desert they
lodged in numerous tents for many years, while stopping at each halting place. And it is
proper in the time of riches to remember one's poverty, and in an hour of glory to
recollect the days of one's disgrace, and at a season of peace to think upon the dangers
that are past.
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Again, the beginning of this festival is appointed for the fifteenth day of the month, on
account of the reason which has already been mentioned respecting the spring season,
also that the world may be full, not by day only but also by night, of the most beautiful
light, the sun and moon on their rising opposite to one another with uninterrupted light,
without any darkness interposing itself between so as to divide them.

And after the festival has lasted seven days, he adds an eighth as a seal, calling it a kind
of crowning feast, not only as it would seem to this festival, but also to all the feasts of
the year which we have enumerated; for it is the last feast of the year, and is a very stable
and holy sort of conclusion, befitting men who have now received all the produce from
the land, and who are no longer in perplexity and apprehension respecting any barrenness
or scarcity. (Philo, The Special Laws, 2:204-211)

Haftorah for Simchat Torah: Joshua 1:1-18

When Moses, servant of Yahweh, was dead, Yahweh spoke to Joshua son of Nun,
Moses' adjutant. He said, 'Moses my servant is dead; go now and cross this
Jordan, you and this whole people, into the country which I am giving to them
(the Israelites). Every place you tread with the soles of your feet | shall give you,
as | declared to Moses that | would. From the desert and the Lebanon, to the
Great River, the Euphrates (the entire country of the Hittites), and as far as the
Great Sea to westward, is to be your territory.

As long as you live, no one will be able to resist you; I shall be with you as | was
with Moses; I shall not fail you or desert you. 'Be strong and stand firm, for you
are the man to give this people possession of the land which I swore to their
ancestors that | would give them. Only be strong and stand very firm and be
careful to keep the whole Law which my servant Moses laid down for you. Do not
swerve from this either to right or to left, and then you will succeed wherever you

go.

Have the book of this Torah always on your lips; meditate on it day and night, so
that you may carefully keep everything that is written in it. Then your
undertakings will prosper, then you will have success. Have | not told you: Be
strong and stand firm? Be fearless and undaunted, for go where you may, Yahweh
your Elohim is with you." Joshua then gave the people's officials this instruction:

'Go through the camp and give the people this order, "Make provisions ready, for
in three days' time you will cross this Jordan and go on to take possession of the
land which Yahweh your Elohim is giving you as your own." "

Joshua then said to the Reubenites and Gadites and the half-tribe of Manasseh,
'Remember the order given you by Moses, servant of Yahweh: Yahweh your
Elohim, in bringing you to rest, has given you the land where we are. Y our wives,
your little ones and your cattle must stay in the country given you by Moses
beyond the Jordan. But all you fighting men must cross in battle formation at the
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head of your brothers and help them, until Yahweh grants rest to your brothers
and you alike, when they too have taken possession of the land which Yahweh
your Elohim is giving to them. Then you may go back and take possession of the
land which belongs to you and which Moses, servant of Yahweh, has given you
on the eastern side of the Jordan.’

They answered Joshua, 'We will do whatever you order us, and wherever you
send us we will go. We obeyed Moses in everything, and now we will obey you.
Only may Yahweh your Elohim be with you as he was with Moses! If anyone
rebels against your orders or will not listen to your commands, let him be put to
death. Only be strong and stand firm." (Joshua 1:1-18 NJB)

Yochanan 7:37-8:59 (Shemini Atzeret only)->extemporaneous commentary

Special Note: The events in Yochanan 9:1-41, where Y’shua heals another blind man, is
on the Shabbat following the end of Sukkot, or Saturday, October 20" in 29 CE
(Gregorian time). lIronically this is the time when Jews in Babylon would have recycled
back to Genesis 1, even as we do here today, though Israel at this time was on a triennial
cycle. Still, I find it very interesting that the blind man gets a new lease on life with new
sight at the very moment nearly all Jews over the past 1700 years would have been
recycling their time too!

Shemini Etzeret ends up being the most thoroughly documented feast day, second only
perhaps to Pesach itself, but who knew it stretched across parts of a whopping two
chapters in Yochanan??? But, there is one more reference to Sukkot that we have not yet
seen until now:

Here is the patience of the Set Apart believers who keep the commandments of
Elohim, and the faith of Y'shua. And I heard a voice from heaven, saying: "Write,
'Blessed are the dead that die in Master YHWH from now on.' "Yes," says the
Spirit, 'that they may rest from their toils; for their deeds do accompany them.™
And I looked, and lo, a white cloud; and upon the cloud sat one who was like the
Son of man; and on his head was a crown of gold, and in his hand a sharp sickle.
And another Messenger came out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to him
that sat on the cloud. And he thrust his sickle over the earth; and the earth was
reaped.

And another Messenger came out of the temple that is in heaven, having also a
sharp sickle. And another Messenger came out from the altar, having authority
over fire. And he cried with a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, saying:
"Thrust in your sickle which is sharp, and gather the clusters of the vineyard of
the earth, because the grapes of the earth are ripe."And the Messenger thrust in his
sickle on the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth, and cast (it) into the
wine-press of the wrath of the great Elohim. And the wine-press was trodden, up
to the horses' bridles, for a thousand and six hundred furlongs. (Revelation 14:12-
20 AENT)
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So it seems that we have come full circle from looking at the Sukkot patterns from
Genesis! We now I believe can see that Y’shua’s Second Coming is at least broadly
linked to the Fall Feast season which, as it is also a Day of Master YHWH, is also a time
for Him to cut down our enemies and re-purify the world, even as He also purified the
First Temple at that time!

Our harvest then is unto eternal life in Mashiyach as time resets again into the Millennial
Age. What better time to do this than at Sukkot? And, perhaps this is also why, we have
this reading:

And | saw new heavens and a new earth: for the former heaven and the former
earth had passed away; and the sea was no more. And | saw the Set Apart city,
the New Urishlim, descending from Elohim out of heaven, prepared like a bride
adorned for her husband. And I heard a great voice from heaven, which said:
""Behold, the tabernacle of Elohim is with men; and he dwells with them: they
will be his people; and Elohim will be with them, an Elohim to them. And every
tear will be wiped from their eyes; and there will no more be death, nor mourning,
nor wailing; nor will pain be any more; because the former things are passed
away." (Revelation 21:1-4-AENT)

And:

"l am Alap and the Taw, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the

Completion. Blessed are they who do His (Master YHWH's) Mitzvot that they
may have a right to the tree of life and may enter through the gates into the city.
Without (will be) dogs and sorcerers, and sexual sinners and manslayers and
idolaters, and everyone that loves and does falsehood.l Y'shua have sent my
Messenger to testify to you these things before the assemblies. | am the root and
offspring of Dawid: like the splendid star of the morning. And the Spirit and the
bride say, "You come.' And let him that hears, say, "You come." And let him
who thirsts, come; and he that is inclined, let him take the living water
freely." (Revelation 22:13-17-AENT)

So the first passage tells us to wait for the return of the ultimate Tabernacle while the
second one tells of a feast whose elements include a great wedding and eternal life for all.
I’m ready for that chag! How about the rest of you? And with all that said and done, only
one thing remains:

CHAG SAMEYACH!

Peace and blessings,

Andrew Gabriel Roth, October 3 ™, 2017

Next week, we will be exploring—of COURSE—Bereshit, or Genesis 1:1-6:8. Our
Haftorah portion will be Isaiah 42:5-43:10. And our Renewed Covenant portion will be
Yochanan 1:1-18. Stay tuned!
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